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However, that is for experts to decide. But
the bottle-neck from Buiwer-street to the
city causes considerable and many delays.
What I have mentioned concerns only one
area. This traffic question must be faced.
Before the war the city experienced a lot
of traffic congestion which has been relieved
because of the war. However, as the posi-
tion will arise again in the near future the
people concerned should take the matter in
band and do something about it before it is
too late. I support the motion.

On motion by Hon. H. L. Roebe, debate
adjourned.

House adjouerned at 6215 p.mn.
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The SPEAKCER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

MOTIONS-THE WAR.

(a) Cassat ion of Hostilities.

THE ACTNG PREMIER (Hon. A. R.
G. Hawke-Northam) [4.32]: With your
permission, Mrf. 'Speaker, and with the in-
dulgence of the House, I desire to move,
on behalf of the Government, the following
resolution:-

That, following the recent unconditional sur-
render of Japan and thereby the complete vic-
tory of the Allied Fore", the Legislative As-
senmbly of Western Australia in Parliament
assembled expresses its profound gratitude to
Almighty God, its deep and abiding loyalty to
His Majesty the King, and its, great admir-
ation of all those men and women of the Sri.
tish Commionwealth of Nations and the other
IUnited Nations who fought and worked to
destroy German and Japanese aggression and
tyranny and that His Excellenc-y the Lieut.-
Gonvernor be asked to transmit the foregoing
resolution to His M6ajesty the King.

The recent unconditional surrender of
Japan, following the previous unconditional
surrender of Germany, brought the war to
a complete end. Not only was this world-
war the most terrible of its kind in human
history, in regard to the destruction which
it brought to the world, but it had an un-
usually destructive feature which had been
associated only to a small extent with pre-
vious wars. I refer to the death and
destruction which it brought to civilians,
and to property of all kinds, in countries
that were not actually in the , firing-
line, in the old sense in which that term
was always used. So we have every rea-
son, I think, to feel grateful that this ter-
rible conflict between nations has at last
conic to an end.

Some people might feel that the war wvas
decided entirely by the weight of arins, by
the weight of numbers, by the work of
scientists, and of men and women in the
factories and in the production of food-
stuffs and similar necessities, but I think
we would be foolish if we were to overlook
the fact that the nations, ranged on one
side were fighting in a righteous cause,
whereas the niations-such as Germany and
Japan-on the ether side were waging a
cause that was entirely unrighteous and
completely cruel and tyrannical in the pur-
pose for which they were carrying on that
struggle. Therefore it seems to me that
there is. always operating a supernatural
influence which plays a tremendously im-
lportant part in deciding, sooner or later,
that righteousness and justice shall pre-
vail over all the forces which oppose those
principles, no matter how p~owerful the op-
posing forces mighbt be in the early stages
of the struggle, and no matter how specta-
cular and devastating the progress of those
force., might be before the other nations
have timle to prepare themselves for the
struggle and to meet, with equal and indeed
superior strength, the strength which the
aggressor nations were using.

I think it is most appropriate, too, that
we shouild, as a Parliament, express our
loyalty to His Majesty the King, because
by doing that we are expressing- our loy-
alty to the people he represents and to
everything, aszociated with the life ana
work of the people of Grent Britain and
the other British Dominions. We know
that during this war the people of Great
Britain-e;pecially the people of England
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--suffered vecry great ordeals that came to
thenm frequently, and the coming of which
gave them at times little warning, and at
other times no warning at all, so we feel
extremely appreciative today of the great
work the people of that country did during
the most dreadful days of the war in which
they were particularly engaged, namely,
the war against Fascist Oermany. It is
not easy to particularise regarding the
leaders of the United Nations because
when one starts to mention the name of
one, one feels bound to mention the names
of all, hat I think every member will agree
that it is appropriate that we should, when
dealing with a resolution of this kind, ex-
press our great appreciation and admira-
tion of the tremendously inspiring leader-
ship given to Great Britain during the war
by 31r. Churchill.

It is fitting, too, that we should refer
briefly to the great service given to the
United States by the late 'Mr. Roosevelt,
by the leader of Russia-Marshal Stalin;
by tbe leader of ('hina-Chiang IKaj Shek;
by the leader of Australia during the war
years-the late Mr. Curtin, and alsto by the
leaders of other nations and countries that
wero. part of the United Nations of the
world. It is difficult to find words that are
adequate to express our admiration for the
fighting men of all the United Nations.
Those men, by becoming part of the Fight-
ing Services, indicated that they -were pre-
pared to sacrifice everything, even life itself,
in order that their people and their coun-
tries might be saved from the dreadful fate
whieh would come upon them in the event
of the aggressor nations being successful in
the war.

I do not propose to say anything in par-
ticular at this stage ahout our Australian
fighting men because there will be a separate
resolution dealing with them. To the men
and women who, although they were not in
the Fighting Services of the United Nations,
played a vital part in many ways in the
fields of production and in other fields of
service, enabling the war effort to be de-
veloped to the maximum and carried on
without let-up of any kind, wve must feel and
express our admiration. This, indeed, was
a total war in every sense of the term. It
was a war that came almost to everybody
in some shape or forn, and there was in
this war, therefore, a greater opportunity
for service on the part of the ordinary men

and women in the communities of the United
Nations. Thus, in a more direct way than
ever before, they were enabled to play an
important part in assisting the war effort
Especially was this so in Australia where,
during this war, we produced ever so muchi
greater a quantity of war materials in the
form of munitions than was done in the
previous world war. So, for the reasons
I have explained and for many others that
could be explained, I now move the motion.

MER. WATTS (Katanning) 14.43]: It
gives me very great pleasure to second the
motion and to say that I entirely subscribe
to all that has been said by the Acting
Premier. I, too, consider that we must in-
clude in our feelings of gratitude a great
measure of gratitude to that power which
the Ac-ting Premier referred to as super-
natural and which is referred to in the
motion as* Mmighty God, because I am per-
fectly convinced there has been ample evi-
dence during this war that such a power
has been at work. Otherwise, it is extremely
difficult to understand why it was, in the
worst days of 1940, when the Axis nations
were at the zenith of their power and when
the Ally upon whom we then relied-the
Republic of Frane-had completely col-
lapsed, no invasion of Great Britain in its
then state of unpreparedness took place.

If it is not true that those 'whom: the gods
wish to destroy they first make mad, why
was it that Japan should have struck at the
United States of America at the same
moment as it truck at the British Common-
wealth of Nations, because undoubtedly its
action at that time precipitated, with greaL.
speed, into the war the whole of the Forces
of the United States, -which undoubtedly had
a very great deal to do with the recent sud-
den collapse of the Japanese? One -mighbt
go on and ask why was it that the German
leader turned eastward to Russia in ]941
when he need not have done SO. What was
it that drove him to that action when the
promise of conquest might, had nil gone as
he anticipated, have led him westward to
the victory which he then believed was within
his reach? So I have no doubt whatever,
and I am sure most of us here, on reflection,
will be of the same opinion as the Acting
Premier, that that Supernatural power was
at work in the interests of what wve believe
were justice and truth.
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To our Royal Family, we must, as loyal
citizens of the Comnmonwvcalth and the British
Commonwealth of Nations, extend our con-
gratulations and our feelings of loyalty and
gratitude for their behaviour during the
struggle through which we have just passed.
From the highest to the lowest in the British
Commonwealth of Nations, there have been
bereavements. The Royal Family have suf-
fered just as have many families in our
midst and so many families in the other
nations which have comprised the United
Nations in this war. To all the people who
have suffered in that way, we are willing
and anxious to extend our sincerest sym-
pathy. To those whose sons and daughters,
perhaps, have been spared by the end of
the -war coming quickly as it has done, we
must extend our feelings of pleasure be-
cause of the great number that have un-
doubtedly been saved from a similar fate
that must have overtaken them had the war
lasted longer and had it been necessary to
carry it on to overthrow the enemy's armed
forces as was done in the European theatre
of wvar. All our people of all classes and
all sections of the British Commonwealth
have striven to their utmost and done their
duty nobly in the interests of the war effort.
Starting from scratch, indeed from behind
scratch, they managed to reach a stage where
they wvere able to overcome the armed might
of their enemies, and this could not have
been (lone without the greatest measure' of
unanimity, I believe, that has ever been
achieved. It is a measure of unanimity which
I hope and have reason to believe will be
carried into the period after the war in an
effort to reconstruct that which has been
damaged or destroyed, and to improve the
other conditions that exist in the British
Commonwealth of Nations and elsewhere.

It is true, I think, that every grat occa-
sion in the British Empire has found us a
great leader. When things are at their worst,
it seems that someone turns up who is able
and willing to undertake the great tasks
that are waiting to be done and to carry
them out successfully. During the 1914-18
war we had Mr. Lloyd George, and on other
occasions we have had other great citizens,
and during this war we have had Winston
Churchill, who boldly told the people of
Great Britain and the British Commonwealth
in 1940, when he took over the helm of
office at a time when ruin and disaster stared

us in the face, that although he could pro-
misc nothing but blood, sweat and tears, he
yet looked forward to final and complete
victory. His belief was justified, and the
job that he did will go down in history as
unquestionably one that probably could not
have been done in similar cir-cumnstances by
any other man who did not possess the pecu-
liar qualities that are possessed by the Rit.
Hon. Winston Churchill-tenacity and
courage.

In our country, too, we have had men
who have faced the issues and done their
utmost, with a considerable measure of suc-
cess, to co-ordinate and bring into full ef-
fect the efforts of our people. In every
part of the British Commonwealth, we have
had similar men-such as Marshal Smuts in
South Africa-who have led the way in do-
ing what was required to hold their people
together, and to bring the greatest and
strongest war effort to bear so that the
cause of justice, to which the Acting premier
referred, might triumph. It seems to me
that wve are justly entitled today firstly to
express our delight at the successful termain-
ation of this very terrible war at a period
long before most of us expected it to end;
and secondly to offer our congratulations to
all of those who in any way have contri-
buted to brinng hostilities to a successful
conclusion.

In the Pacific area, we were blessed by
divine providence in being provided with a
ia~n in charge such as the General of the

American Army, General MacArthur, who
has displayed all the qualities that are as-
sociated with great leadership. In the
British field, wec have had a man like Ad-
miral Mountbatten who has, in his own sec-
tion of the combat urea, provided us with
the same leadership and the same succesm.
Throughout the whole of the period, I be-
lieve there has been no one in this House
at least who was of the opinion that we
would not ultimately emerge triumphant
from this struggle. Admittedly, in 1940 it
was hard to maintain our belief in that
point of view, hut I do think it was main-
tained and-thank God!-thp end has justi-
fied that belief. it now only remains for
us all, in our several sphexvs% and to the ut-
most of our endeavour, to promote a statc
of affairs in the post-war period that will
result in a reasonable measure of human
contentment and no more war.



[21 AUGUST, 1945.] 5

2M. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.62]:
I know that I express the deepest feelings
of those associated wvith me on these
benches when I ask that we should be as-
sociated with the motion moved by the Act-
ing Premier, and with the sentiments ex-
prcssed by him and by the Leader of the
opposition.

Question put and passed; the motion
agreed to-

(b) Tribute to the Services.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Ron. A. Rt.
G. Hawke--Northam) [4.54]: I move-

That the Legislative Assembly of Western
Australia in Parliament assembled desires to
convey the deepest thanks of the people of
Western Australia to the fighting men of Aus-
tralia for the magnificent service given by
thean in the cause of freedom, justice and
righteousness. The deep appreciation of our
people is also expres~ed to nil those men and
women who assisted the fighting men by
work ani service in the various theatres of
war, on the seas, in the air, or on the home
front. This resolution to be forwvarded to the
appropriate -Ministers of the Commonwealth.

In support of this motion, not very much
requires to be said. We know very clearly
the history of our own fighting men in this
war as in the previous war. The fact that
during the recent conflict the Japanese
almost invaded Australia and that we were
saved only in the nick of time by the aid
which came to US from America, does not
in any way detract from the heroism and
the willingness to sacrifice of our own Aus-
tralian fighting men. During the war, they
fought in many parts of the world-in the
Middle East, in Greece, in Crete, in Europe,
in New Guinea and elsewhere. Wherever
they fought-whether they were sailors,
soldiers or airmen-they brought great
credit to themselves and won for them-
selves, in the estimation of the Australian
people in particular and of the people of
the world in general, a very high place. I
think it can be said without any attempt at
exaggeration that they proved themselves to
be thoroughly entitled to be given the name
"worthy sons of the Anzacs." They played
as conspicuous: a part in this war as our
fighting Men Played in the lRA War.

Knowing these men as we do, I think we
can say with a considerable degree of cer-
tainty that they will, when they return to
Australia, play a prominent part as citizens
of the Commonwealth in establishing within

this country goodwill, comradeship, and a
system of social security which will he bene-
ficial to the people of Australia today and
to all those people who may live here in
the future. We must also feel considerable
gratitude to the ordinary men and women,
many of whom, for various reasons, could
not enter the Fighting Services or the
auxiliary services. Those men and women
played their part wvherevcr they -were-on
the farms, in the mines, in the workshops,
and in the many other places in which ac-
tivities were carried on wvhich, although their
effect upon the war was indirect, were never-
theless tremendously important. To all of
these we express our appreciation and
thanks. WVe know that the greatest reward
that they would wish to have for the efforts
they made during the Ivar, would be the
ending of the war and the return to them
of loved ones from the various theatres of
war spread throughout the world.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [4.57]:-
I have the honour to second the motion.
This time marks the end of an epoch-of
a period of great suffering and great hero-
inm and at period during which so ninny

people have laboured incessantly to bring
about the victory we celebrate today. It is
very proper that this Parliament should
recognise what has been done for the nation
by its Fighting Services. They have hon-
oured Australia, and it is fitting that Aus-
tralia should honour than. It is appro-
priate, too, that we should express to all
of those who have lost their sons or hus-
bands or fathers ini the course of the war
our deepest sympathy in the bereavement
they hare sustained. Then, too, we know
that the exertions of our Fighting Services
would have been of no avail if it were not
for the devotion and labour of so many men
and women in industry and in the economic
life of our country. On the whole I think
we can say that the Australian nation has
risen to its responsibilities and rendered a
faithful discharge of its duties. Very often
it has been done under very great diffi-
culties because of the anxiety that has been
felt by so many people whose relatives have
gone oversca, and the difficulties that the
housewife in the home has had to face.
People on farms have had to meet difficul-
ties day by day, and so have others in the
outback districts.
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The meeting of our obligations has been
made not less easy by long hours, and by
working under difficult circumstances. To
all those people there should also be given
their just reward of praise. It is almost
impossible to realise, after six years of war,
that the strain has come to an end. I do
not know whether we really appreciate that
we are, possibly, entering on a new era
altogether in human history. We are too
near to events to be able to appraise them
at their real significance, but I am prepared
to believe that the end of this war will be
a new date in the story of mankind. IFf it
is to be a golden date in the history of
mankind we must see that the exertions
and sacrifices of the last six years become
the foundation of better conditions for all
the people throughout the world. The best
tribute we can pay to our fighting men will
be to ensure that when they return they
receive justice and a proper place in the
civil community. That will be the best ex-
pression of our obligation that we can make
to them.

Also, the opportunity is now presented to
the world, and to us in Australia, of seeing
that as many as possible of past evils arc
eliminated. We know that we were plunged
into a most terrible conflict because the
spiritual and moral values of the world
had not kept p)Uce with its scientific attain-
mnts. That is only a platitude today, but
it is none the less a lesson to us, and an
obligation to sce that in the days to come
these spiritual and moral values take their
proper place. There is much to be done.
There is a sense of community responsi-
hilit ,v, and of reeponsibility for each other's
welfare that needs to be huilt into the com-
munity, and which we hope to see following
the sufferings of the last six years. On
behalf of those associated with me I have,
therefore, the privilege of supporting and
seconding the motion moved by the Acting
Premier. I hope, with him, that today
will usher in a better and happier era for
all mankind.

MR. THORN (Toodvyy [5.5]: On be-
hialf of myselIf and th~ose aseociated with
me I wish to exjwes pleasure in supporting
the motion so ably moved by the Acting
Premier and] supported by the leader of the
Liberal Party. 'We can all agree with the
views" exprzsed by them, and I can assure

members that we on these benches are most
gratified that this terrible turmoil has been
brought to a successful conclusion.

Question put and passed; the motion
agreed to.

QUESTIONS.

LANDS.
4s to Settlement West of Mt. Barker.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands:

1, Have any proposals been prepared for
the use of the lands to the westward of Mt.
Barker, including the, area known as Rocky
Gully, which were inspected by -the then
MIinister for Lands and a party of depart-
mental officers towvardl the end of 19417

2, if so, what are the proposals?7
3, if not, what conclusions were arrived

at in regard to these lands as areas suitable
for closer settlement3 or other settlement .
a3 a result of the inspection referred to,
and what are the intentions of the Govern-
ment in regard to their use?

4, If the use of these lands has not re-
ceived such consideration as to enable a
decision to be made, will a review of the
information gained as a consequence of the
inspection and from other sources be con-
dueted in the near future with a view to)
coming to a decision as to the best methods
to be adopted for making use of this fertile.
country?

5, If the lands in question are available
for settlement, are there any special terms
connected with their availability or any lim-
itation on the persons who can apply, and]
what are the prices and terms of paymeul
applicable?

The MINISTER replied:
1, Yes.
2, The proposals include a complete in-

vestigation as to the suitability of the land
for settlement purposes within the area
mentioned, and if such investigations prove
satisfactory, thent the establishment of the
necessary development both in regard to
rOadS, general facilities, and on particular
areas to be included in farming units to be
mode available under the War Service Land
Settlement Scheme.

3 and 4, Answvered by (2).
.5, The blocks in the subdivision held byv

the Crown were made available at prices
ran-,inz from 2s. 6id, to 6%. Gd. per acre on
conditional purchase conditions, subject to
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'tender by the applicant for the value of any
improvements in each case. No applications
were received.

RAILWAYS.
(a) As to Tnucking Yards at Carbarup.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Rail-
-ways:

1, Has work on the erection of Ithe
.approved stock trucking yards at Carbarup
siding yet commenced?

2, If not, when is it likely the work will
be commenced and completedV

The MNISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied:

1, No.
2, Work will probably be commenced

early in September and completed three
weeks later. Non receipt of materials and
shortage of manpower have precluded an
earlier start.

(b) As to Officers over 65 Years of Age.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Railways:

1, Are there any officers employed in the
office of the Commissioner of Railways over
the age of 65 years?

2, If so, bow many?
3, What is the name and posit-ion occupied

by sucib officer or officers?
4, Are any officers receiving advanced

capacity pay because of the retention of such
-officer or officers?

5, If so, howv many 9
6, What is the amount of salary paid to

each by way of advanced capacity pay?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the

Minister for Railways) replied:
1, Yes.
2, One.
3, Secretary for Railways and Assistant to

the Commissioner. In view of the very heavy
call upon the Commissioner of Railways in
connection with war work and post-war plan-
ning, the Government approved of Mr. Tom-
linson being relieved of his duties as Secre-
tary for+ Railways and being fully utilised in
his capacity as Assistant to the Commis-
sioner.

4, Yes.
5, Four.
6, The necessary re-arangement of staff

was made as an internal alteration without
additional personnel. The additional re-
muneration for acting services is as provided
for under the by-law.

The names of the four officers mentioned
in reply to Question 4 are :-Mr. C. Rey-
mond, Mr. P. C. Raynor, Mr. C. J, Eivers,
Mr. W. R. Gibbons.

Regarding Question 6, the additional salary
payable for the relief involved is :-For the
first 14 days, nil. For the next 12 months-
Mir. Reymond, £C240; Mr. Raynor, £40; Mr.
Eivers, £10; Mr. Gibbons, £132. For the
following 12 months-Mr. Reymond, £260;
Mr. Raynor, £70; Mr. Eivers, MO0; Mr. Gib-
bons, £162. For the following 12 months--
Mr. Reymond, £320; Mr. Raynor, £110; Mr.
Eivers, £70 Mr. Gibbons, £192. For the
following 12 months-Mr. Reymond, £380;
Mr. Raynor, £150; Air. Eivers,6£0; Mr. Gib-
bons, £192.

(c) As to Loco. Sparc-arresters.

Air. DON1EY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:-

1, In what year was the last test made of
a spark-arrester other than the E.D.D. type
now in use, and what was the name of that
arrester?

2, Since the H.D.D. arrester was first in-
stalled how many tests of oilher arresters have
been undertaken?'

a, How many, if any, arresters have been
declined tests and in what years?

4, Is his department still prepared to inter-
view inventors and make tests of new ap-
pliances?

5, If such new appliance is accepted for
use on the W.A.G.R., what royalty or other
remuneration is offered the inventor?

6, Apart from the occasional tests here-
over referred to what efforts are being made
by the Railway Department to secure a more
efficient arrester than the H.D.D.?

7, Is the Railway Department satisfied
with the H.D.D. arrester?

8, For how long has that arrester been in
use on the W.A.G.R.?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied:

1, 1940. Circular type spark-arrester as
used on the Midland Railway Company
(W.A.).

2, Three.
3, Suggestions submitted and not tried

either through lack of particulars or obvious
itnpraeticability.-1900, 4; 1901, 4; 1902,
9; 1903, 4; 1904, 6; 1905, 6; 1907, 7; 1908,
2; 1909, 3; 1910, 2; 1911, 3; 1912, 4; 1913,
2; 1914, 1; 1915, 8; 1910, 5; 1917, 9; 1918,
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14; 1919, 9; 1920, 7; 1921, 12; 1922, 16;
1923, 6; 1924, 6; 1925, 5; 1926, 3; 1927, 4;
1928, 3; 1929, 4; 1930, 2; 1931, 3; 1932, 3;
1933, 1; 1934, 2; 1935, 1; 1937, 3; 1939, 1;
1040, 2; 1941, 1; 1942, 4; 1943, 1; 1944, 2;
1945, 2. Included in this figure are seven
spark-arresters tried on other railway sys-
tems and of which particulars bare been ob-
tained.

4, Yes.
5, This would necessarily be a matter for

negotiations-taking into account the degree
of improvement effected.

6, 'Matter constantly under review-tech-
nical literature published in Australia or
overseas is studied and careful consideration
is given to every suggestion put forward.
officers of the Department discuss and con-
sider possibilities of improvement promptly.

7, Yes, but further improvement is sought
continually.

8, The H.D.D. arrester has been in use for
24 years.

ABATTOIBS, KALGOOR LIE.

As io Mlodernising.

Mr. LEAHY asked the Premier:
Is it thle intention of the Government to

have the R~alg-oorlic Abattoirs brought up to
date before the hot summer sets inl?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

A pproval has been given to the erection
of chillers at thle Nalgoorlie Abattoirs.
Nezotiationls -with the Comimonwealth have
been comipleted regard jag the snplyl of
electric power, and it is ihitended t& proced
with construction at an early date.

GOLDMINNG.

As to Suirrey of Coolgardie Field.

Mr. K,-ELLY asked the 'Minister for
'Minles:

1, Is lie aware that a survey of the Cool-
gardie goldfield area has not been undertaken
since 1902?

2. Does, this position obtain in any other
goldinining district?

3, How mnany rninr9 surve~yors are em-
ployed by the Department?

4, How many geologists?
5, Are there any apprentice or junior suir-

veyors or geologists in training?

6, Is it the intention of the M1ines Depart-
ment to increase the number of surveyors
and geologists when skilled men become
available 7

7, Is he aware that, although a consistent
producer for 10 years, no geological
or geophysical survey has been made of the
important felspar deposit south of Coolgar-
(lie?

8, In view of the importance of both geo-
logical and geophysical knowledge to the
goldinining industry will be investigate the
possilbility of increasing activities in both
directions?-

IThe 'MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
.Minister for iMines) replied:

1, Considerable work has been carried out
by the Geological Survey in the Coolgardie
Goldield since 1902, and the resultsobare
been published in numerous bulletins and
annual reports. The latest bulletin concern-
ing the Goldflcld is Bulletin 91, "The Anni-
ferous Lodes of the Gibraltar District," and
the latest information to appear in annual
reports will be found in thle Annual Report
for 1943 which contains a report on the
lithium-hearing in the Coolgardie-Loncl on-
derr~y district and notes on the felspar
quarry, Londonderry.

2, All other districts in this State have re-
ceived at least sonic geological attention sub-
sequent to 1902, and in most cases the re-
sits hatre been published in a number of
bulletins or annual reports.

3, The only surveyors employed by the
IDepartInent are two for surveying the boun-
daries of mining titles.

4, The present establishment of the prof'es-
sional officers of the Geological Survey is the
Government Geologist and four field geolo-
gists.

5, The usual recruiting ground for the
professional staff of the Geological Survey
is the Department of Geology in the Uni-
~vsity of W.A., where a number of ni are

atpresent taking their courses, and others
will lie available when released fromn the
Services.

6, The G6vernment Geologist has already
mnade recommendations for increasinZ the
strength of the professional staff of the
Survey after the war when skilled men will
be available.
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7, The feispar deposits at Londonderry
have been examined twice in recent years
by the Geological Survey and the following
reports have been published :-Scales Fels-
par Quarry, Londonderry, Coolgardie Gold-
field by F. G. Forman in 1936; and Notes
on the Feispar Quarry, Londonderry, by
H. A, Ellis in 1943.

8, Arrangements have already been made
for co-operation -with the Commonwealth
Department of Supply and Shipping in the
use of geophysical methods, the first place
chosen for work being the Collie coalfield.

BULLDOZER.
A.s to Use for Land Clearing.

Mr. WILLMOTT asked the Minister for
Lands:-

1, When will the first bulldozer arrive in
the Sussex electorate for clearing operations
for future soldier settlement?

2, Will the bulldozer be available for
clearing for private settlers?

3, If so, have those settlers to make pre-
vions application, and to whom?

The M1INISTER replied:

1, For a considerable time efforts have
been made through the Commonwealth and
other channels to obtain bulldozers for use
in connection with War Service Land Settle-
ment, and it is expected that one or more
of these will be obtained in the near future.
It will be employed on the preparation of
farms under the War Service Land Settle-
ment Scheme.

2, No.
3, Answered by 2.

MIGRATION.
As to State andi Comn owealthi Action.

Mr. DONEY asked the Premier:
1, Having regard to the reported activity

of the Queensland Government in the matter
of inviting migration from the British Isles
to Australia, will he inform the House
whether his Government has taken or in-
tends taking similar notice of this important
and very urgent matter?

2, Has the Commonwealth Government's
sub-committee, which was appointed to con-
sider the migration position, yet reported?

3, If so, has the Government received a
copy of that report, and, if received, will
he make it available early to this House?

4, Has the Agent General for Western
Australia reported upon this question and
if so, whben and in what terms?

The ACTING PREMIER -replied:
1, The matter of immigration is receiv-

ing consideration, and is to be discussed
at the present Premiers' Conference.

2,' No notification has been received from
the Commonwealth Government that this
sub-committee has reported.

3, No copy of the report has been received
by the State Government.

4, No.

INFANT HEALTH CENTRES.

As to Status of Nurses.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER asked the Min-
ister for Health:

1, Are the infant health sisters now Gov-
erment employees?

2, Are they engaged on work similar to
certain nurses classified as public servants!

3, Do their activities now become governed
by the Public Service Act and regulations?

4, Arc they governed by the Super-
annuation Act, and if so, when were they
brought under the said Act?

The MINISTER replied:
1, This question has been receiving con-

sideration and a decision will be made in
the near futurc,

2, No.
3, No.
4, See answer to No. 1.

ADflRESS-IN-REPLY.
Nith~ Day-Amnendment.

Debate resumed from the 14th Angust.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [5.18] : First
of a'll, I wish to join those wvho have pre-
ceded me in the current debate in express-
ing regret at the retirement from the Pre-
miership of the member for Geraldton,
Buon. J. C. Willeock. Ever since I have
been a member of this Hlouse-a matter of
12 or 13 years now-I have received noth-
ing but courtesy, encouragement and as-
sistance from that hon. gentleman, and I
wvish to acknoivledge that fact now and to
say that, in all sincerity, I hope that, as
a iresnit of his release from the onerous
ditties attached to the Premiership, he will
be rapidly restored to health so that he
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may remain 'with us for many years to
come. I trust that he will be able to give
us the benefit of his ripe experience in the
eon~ideration of problems during the diffi-
cult years that lie ahead. To the Premier,
although he is not in the State at the
nmomnent, I also extend my congratulations
upon his attaining the highest office in
Parliament after a .comparatively short
political life. He must be most gratified at
the rapid promotion hie baa experienced.
While I cannot wish him a long term of
office, I do trust that when the timte comes
for him to hand over the reins of govern-
mient to some other leader, lie will be able
to do so in the knowledge that his work
has been satisfactory to himself and to the
State.

I also offer my congratulations to the
Deputy Premier on his rapid advancement
to his present high position. Of his abil-
ity we have had ample evidence in this
House, and I wish him a happy term as
Deputy Premier of Western Australia. I
also give expression to my pleasure, which
I shall voice when hie returns to the Cham-
ber, at the appointment of the member for
Murchison to the- M3inisterial office he now
holds. Since I have been in this Chamber,
I have recognised Mr. MNarshall as a con-
sistent and thorough worker, one deserv-
ing of promotion. I realise that in his con-
trol of the departments allotted to him,
there is one thing- that thme officers con-
cerned will soon know, and that is that
they have a 'Minister controlling their of.

flel e 'will not be a rubber stamtp by
any means-I am not insinuating that'any
Minister has heen a ruibber stamnp in the
past-hut the new MUinister will give full
attention to his departments and will make
the officials there re-alise that they have
over them a intro who will probe matters to
the bottom and set, that justice is done to
all concerned.

While in a congratulatory mood, I would
certainly be lacking in my duty if I did
not pay a tribute to the wrork done by a
commtittee of Government officers appointed
by the Mlinister for T ands and Agriculture
during last session of Parliament to cope
with the difficult problem of supplying
water to many couintry areav. I happen
to have been associated with those 'gentle-
men, and I can testify to the volume of
good and effective work the committee car-
ried out. Whenever a call was made upon

the officers concerned, often at times in-
convenient to them, they did not hesitate
to give attention to the matters to be dis-
cussed and certainly did not spare them-
selves at all. They were always willing
to do their utmost to get water to outlying
districts and, although at their first meet-
ing the opinion was generally expressed
that no water could possibly be sent to any
out lying districts for a variety of reasons
-there is no need for mue to go into those
reasons at this juncture-the fact remains
that water was supplied to many of those
dklstricts, with thep result that the interests
of those areas were conserved siB1 stock
saved, all due to the unremitting efforts of
the officers I allude to. For that reason I
desire to convey mny congtlatulations to
them at this stage.

Before proceeding to deal with sonic
subjects I wish to discuss, there is one
matter to which my attention hasL ben
drawn. I refe-r to the concluding portion
of the speech delivured by the mnember for
Pilbara a few nights ago. Probably it was,
merely a temporary lapse on his part, hut
it represented a lapse that was indulged in
fairly frequently during the lReferendumn
campaiign that took place sonic time ago.

Mr, Watts: He often has lapses!

Mr. SEWVARD: That, of course, was
done to bolster uip the case for the grant-
ing of additional powers to the Commiton-
Wealth Government at the conclusion ot
hostilitieq, and the object of that wasg to
avoid a repetition of the depression that
followed the 1914-1918 war. In mentioning
that phase, the mnember for Pilbntra as-
serted that two years after the conclusion
of the la-st war there were 12,000~ unenm-
ployed in Australia. This was not so. If
the lion,. member likes to consult the
Oflicial Year Book of the Common-wealth
of Australia, he will find that the great uin-
employment problem, which we all de-
plored at the time, did not take place until
about 12 years after the conclusion of the
1914-18 war.

Mr. J1. Hlegney: You are wrong!
Mr. ISEWARDl: Then the lion. member

will have an opportunity to correct mie
later.

Mr. J. Hezney: Ton right, I will.
M1r. SEWARD: If the lion. member

takes the trouble to look up the Official
Year Book, he will see that in 1920 the total
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niumber unemployed was 27,403, which wai
27,463 too many, but it represented 7.8 per
cent. of the population.

Mr, W. Hegney: Who sjupplied those
figutres for the official publication!

Mr. SEWARD: They are the official
figures. The puhlication also shows that in
1921, th unemployed totalled 40,549, or
11.2 per cent. of the population, while in
1922 the number was 35,219, or 9.2 per
cent.; ill 1923 it was 20,672, or 7.1 per
cent.;- and it was not until 1932 that the
number rose to approximately the total
mentioned by the hon. membeir, the unem-
ployed that year aggregating 120,454, or 29
per cent. I have quoted these statistics with
a view to correcting the statement made by
the member for Pilbara, more particularly
ais it has been frequently asserted that a
period of depression followed the conclu-
sion of the 1914-18 war. In order to avoid
a repetition of that following upon *the ces-
sation of hostilities now, we have been told
that the Commonwealth Government intends
to take certain steps, but among those steps
are proposals that will take away many of
the rights and power's of this State.

The first matter I wish to deal with is the
Great Southern water scheme or, as it Is
popularly termed, the compreheinsivo
seline for the supplying of water to the
Great Southern and districts to the east o'C
it. I do that because, in reply to a ques-
tion I asked, tile Minister said-

In view of the opposition expressed to the
scheme by some members of Parliament and
the very qualified aplproval given to it by
others, it is doubtful if any such work will
be commenced until parliamentary approval
has been obtained for the scheme as a whole.

If the Minister, by his remarks. desired to
convey the impression that I am opposed to
the scheme, he was hopelessly wrong. If I
asked questions regarding the project, it
was in order to secure information about it
so that I could give details of the scheme
to people concerned and also to determine.
whether I should oppose or support it. As
you, Mr. Speaker, and other members know,
the necessity for a scheme to supply the
Great Southern has been before Parliament
for many years, before the Minister and I
were, memibers of this House. I shall not
traverse the history of the proposition over
all that period. The last time the matter
%V1s Prominently before Parliament was in

196when the member for Katanaing-ttw
present Leader of the Opposition-moved for

the aippoiintent of a Select Committee to
investigate the problem. Thle then Minister
for Water Supplies, speaking for the Gov-
ernment on that occasion, opposed the-
motion, xvhich was defeated. The reason
that the Minister gave for his objection to
the move was that he was convinced that
there was nothing- to be gained by the ap-
pointment ot such a body as there were no
hydraulic experts here outside the ranks of
thle departmental officers, and lie concluded
by saying that while he opposed the motion
he was willing to give an undertaking that
thle whole question of providing country
towns with adequate water supplies would
be considered by the Government. A year
later, in 1937, in answer to a query -regard-
ing the progress that had been made with
the matter, thle Minister said-

The vdstncss of the ramifications of the pro-
ject, the collation of data, and the necessary
intensive consideration of same preclude any
statement being made for a considerable time
yet.

Then int 19398, after the lapse of another
twelve months, in answer to a question re-
garding the project, the Minister said-

I hope to be in a position to make the re-
port available to Parliament this session.

That was seven years ago, when the survey;
had been completed and only the office work
remainedl to be dione. Yet, wvhcn I asked1
the Minister a fewi nights ago-

if details regarding the scemie will be suffi-
ciently far advanced to enable the scheme to
be placed before the next Premiers' Confer-
ence-

I was referring to the conference that is in
session now-the MNinister replied in tha
negative. However, in further answer to
the same question, the Minister stated that

every effort would be made to introduce the
Bill before the conclusion of the present ses-
SiOn.

That serves to emphasise the difficulty. 1
fail to tee how that can be done because un-
ti it is known just what financial assistance
is to be available from the Commonwealth
Government, how can consideration be given
to any legislation authorising the work un-
less the Government can inform members
as to the proportion for which the Com-
monwealth will pay and what proportion
the State will have to finance 9 The whole
thing depends on the cost to the uisers
of this scheme. Therefore, if the scbeme
is not being submitted to the present
Premiers' Conference-I understand that is
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when the year's works aire determined-then
it appears to me it cannot be considered by
that authority for another 12 months and
we shall consequently have to wait for an-
other 12 months for the question to be dealt
with.

I draw attention to another aspect of
the matter which is not always made
clear. In my opinion, and I think in the
opinion of the members on this side of the
House who have been advocating- this
scheme for a number of years, there ;are
really two schemes involved. One is for the
supply of water to the towns along the
Great Southern, and the other is for the
supply of water to the agricultural areas
cast of the Great Southern. As far as the
first scheme is concerned, it has my unquali-
fled approval. On that point one has only
to consider the many speeches I have de-
livered over the past dozen years in support
of motions f rom this side of the House and
when Estimates have been considered, as
well as at other times.

We have donie everything possible to bring
that scheme before the Government of the
day in order to get it inaugurated, because
it is-as has been admitted by the ex-Mlinis-
ter-the only possible suitable scheme for
supplying the towns along the Great South-
ern. with an adequate water supply. It
must be pumped there from a reservoir
situated in the higher rainfall area of the
hills; which particular area is to be selected
inay be debatable, but our engineering ex-
perts now advocate that the supply should
come fromn the Wellington Dam. That, how-
ever, is by the way; the point is that it has
to come from somewhere. We want to know
when that schemne is to be put into opera-
tion. I notice that the Mayor of Narrogin
-f do not know whether he has any inside
information or not-when reporting to his
council a fewv days ago said that he under-
stood thle water woutl be at Nan'ogina at
the end of the third summer from non, that
is, by the end of the summer of 1947. What
I want to know is what we are to do between
now' and the end of the 1947 summer. Are
the people of Ping-elly to struggle on as
they have been doing for thle last dozen
years, getting wvater by curt in 100 gallon
tanks or 10 gallon tanki;, or any kind of
tank obtainable, in order to secure potable
waterV Arc we to live on promises only?

I do not wrant to speak about other elec-
torates represented by my colleagues, who
can speak for themselves, but my colleague
the member for Williams-Narrogin has said
that the unfortunate people in his elector-
ate were forced to fill their baths on a Sun-
day afternoon in order to obtain the water
that was to suffice for their needs* for the
ensuing week. Yet we are told by the
Mayor of Narrogia-wh ether or not his in-
formation is authoritative-that there will
be no water from this scheme until the third
summer from now, 1947. I protest against
that; it is unfair. I notice that when other
works are in contemplation, such tis the
electric power station at South Fremantle,
there is no delay in bringing a Bill before
Parliament. No Bill was brought down;
the work is just carried out. In our case,
however, we mnust bring a Bill before Par-
liament. IL has been said that the scheme
will be very costly, involv~ing £9,000,000 or
£10,000,000. That may be the cost of the
comprehensive scheme, but I am dealing with
the question of supplying the towns to which
I refer, The previous MNinister for Water
Supplies, when replying to the motion of the
member for Ratanning for the appointment
of a Select Committee, stated-I think I
am right-that the cost to bring a pipeline
from the Wellington Dam to Narrogin
would lie £2530,000, or £C3,500 per mile. There
is another 31 miles to Wagin, and another
32 to Katanning, and it is 32 miles from
Narrogia to Pingelly.

The cost of supplying those particular
towns wats estimated, in round figures, at
£C600,000 or slightly more. Whether it will
be necessary to lay dlown a 16 inch pipeline
L. could not determine, as I am not corn-
petent to do so, hut the Minister on the
occasion referred to, mentioned that a nine
inch to 11 inch pipeline was employed for
the Norsenman scheme and that it cost about
£1,600 per mile. If it were possible to
utilise a pipeline of similar size for the
scheme to which T am referring then the
cost would be considerably reduced. Even
if it were decided to lay down a 16 inch
pipeline and if we allowed for the necessary
reservoirs and other works, I should iinag-
inc the cost would not be very much more
than aboutt £1,500,000 or £2,000,000, and I
cannot see why the people in the Great
Southern area should he deprived of water
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and miade to suffer for another three years
for an amount of that description.

Consequently, I appeal to the Government
to give this matter further serious considera-
tion and not to postpone the work because
of the opposition of some people or l eeause
other people have given it only a qualified
approval. I have not heard of any opposi-
tion during the past 12 years to the proposai
to supply water to the to-wns in the Great
Southern District. What opposition there
is, is to the other scheme to supply water
to the agricultural areas eastward. As I
have said, I am not prepared to give my
assent to that scheme at the present time,
because I do not know enough about it.
I appeal to the Minister to let us have the
information at the earliest possible moment.
We want to- know the people who will be
rated, exactly where the water will be sup-
plied and what the charges will be to the
people concerned. The matter is most ser-
ions. Obviously, the people who have laid
down water supplies during past years at
considerable cost to themselves do not want
this scheme. They will object to being rated
for a scheme which they do not want. Fur-
ther, it will have to be determined, to my
satisfaction at all events, that there is no
Alternative method.

I was surprised to read the statement of
the M1inister that there were four alternative
schemes for water supplies. One was a
water supply from open excavated dams de-
pendin g on run-off from natural, catchment
Areas. The Minister said that this method
had already been tried and had failed nmany
times in the areas under discussion. It may
have failed; it has failed in many instances,
but I maintain it is not because the system
is wrong. The Minister will know that lie
has already taken action to bring many of
those public dams uinder the control of his
own department in order to ensure that the
drains are cleaned out, as well as the dams,
periodically. That is most necessary; hut
there are many farmers in the area con-
cernxed who last year did not have to cart
a gallon of water because they had all the
water they required conserved on their farms.
Their dams were large enough to provide
the water for their requirements, And one
would naturally ask why all the other farmers
have not similar dams. I cannot say, hut
it is surprising how many tanners have only
small dams which cannot ensnre them an

adequate water Supply during the summer.
The dams are too small, and consequently the
farmers have been encouraged in recent
years to rely on the key dams in the area
to which I am referring, east of the Great
Southern.

Another point to be considered is that
every farmer is not able to put down large
dams; in many eases the farmers have not
the plant required to construct thenm. Suich
a plant would involve serious expenditure.
With the advent of big machinery, however,
particularly the bulldozer, which was re-
ferred to today in connection 'with land clear-
ing, the c;ost of constructing dams of suiffi-
cient size will be considerably reduced, -at
least we hope so. In adldition, the work would
be carried out by competent men, who could
go from farm to farm and sink the dams
in such positions as the farmers might deter-
mine, and the dams would be of proper size
and shape so as to avoid having a large suir-
face, thus overcoming evaporation. I put
this plan before the then Minister for Lands
1$ months ago and, had the suggestion been
carried out, the greater number of the farm-
ers who were short of water last year could
have got their supply the following year and
that would have been of great assistance to
them. The expense involved could have been
estimated; it might have been £100, £150 or
£200 at the outside for eachi farmer.

To connect the farms uip to a pipcline-will
be a costly matter, because steel pipes will
have to be laid throughout those areas and
the farm era will have to pay an amount
which cannot be determined for a period.
We shall then have a state of affairs Such
as was quoted by the ex-Minister when reply-
ing to the motion to which I have referred,
or about that time, when there was outstand-
ing for water rates a sum of about £160,000.
It was outstanding because the farmers could
not pay it. We should avoid such a state
of affairs. We wvant to get the water as
quickly as possible and at a minimum cost.
If there is any doubt about the matter-
and there is much doubt amongst practical
farmers in those areas-I think the Minis-
ter and the Government would be well ad-
vised to get further advice from those men
and divide the scheme into two, one dealing
with a water supply for towns and the other
with a water supply for the agricultural
areas. If that were done I think uniformity
would be achieved and the problem wouild
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be solved much quicker and much more satis- only recently seen it myself. The first copy
factorily than it is being solved at the pre-
sent time.

I wish to refer to another matter of ex-
treme importance, the proposal to standard-
ise the railways of Australia. I understand
there was something in this morning's paper
on the subject, hut I did not arrive in Perth
in time to read it closely. I glanced casually
at the column and was immediately struck
by one statement made by Sir Harold Clapp,
as follows:I

He visualised the use of Deisel locos. to do
away with the coat problem.
What~8 an extraordinary statement for Sir
Harold Clapp to make! He bases the whole
of his advocacy of the standardisation of
railways on this sentence-

Unlike air and road transport, they (the
railways) do ntot have to rely on imported fuel,
and they alone arc thus able to meet an 'im-
portant defence requirement, being indepen-
dent of external aid.
lie bases his advocacy of the standardisa-
tion of railways on the fact that railways
will utilise our coal, and in the event of
trouble the necessary fuel will be available
to us, as we wvill not have to import it. It
may be asked why this matter should be
dealt with at the present time. I am deal-
ing with it because I am extremely alarmed
at the number of big works that are being-
started in this State without any reference
to the Par!liament of this State. It may be
contended that this work will be referred to,
Parliament, but we have no reason to antici-
pate that that will be s~o, at any rate before
this State is definitely committed.

I noticed in the "Sunday Times" about
five weeks ago that no less than :36 positions
were advertised in connection with th.
preparatory work for the proposed 4ft.
S'/Ain, gauge railway from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie. Men were required for the sur-
vey staff, engineering, drafting, etc. In all
there were 36 positions advertised carrying
salaries ranging from £700 a year down to
£500, which meant that the s9ituations were
responsible ones. Applications for the posi-
tions closed on the 13th August, 1945. This
Parliament has a right to know what all
this means, on what particular work these
Ijeople are going to start, and what thiN
commitment to We~stern Australia is likely
to he. I venture to say that not many mom-
11-i of tlui, House have read the report of
Sir Harold Clapp. If they have they have
been extremely fortunate, because I have

1 had was given to me through the courtesy
of the Minister, who/nrade available his own.
copy.

Mr. Watts: He could not give it to me
at the time I askcd for it.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot get
two out of one.

Mr. SEWARD: At any rate the Minis-
ter's copy did not contain all the graphs,.
etc., that are contained in the copy now in
my possession. I cannot think that many
members have been able to study this re-
port, and I therefore do not apologis for
taking up the time of the House in dealing,
with it.

Mr. Watts: Tell us as much as you eam.
We cannot get a copy for ourselves.

Mr. SEWVARD: The member for Kid,
goorlie referred the other night to the ques-
tion of Australian railway gauges. Be said
that the work in this State wvould cost about
£C8,000,000 to start with. Sir Harold Clapp
states that he regards the standardisation
of the Kalgoorlie to Fremantle railway as the.
start of the general standardisation of the
Westen Australian railways. That, to me,.
is a most important matter. This Parlia-
ment should first of all determine whether
we arc going to standardise all the railways
in the State or only certain lines. I am
in favour of the standardisation of our
railway from the Eastern States to the
seaboard, namely from Fremnantle to Kal-
goorlie. I agree also that we should have
a standard g-auge railway from Albany, or
at all events from the south coast, run-
ning tip north so that the two lines wvould
intersect. By that means the various
point,; in all parts of the State would be
broughlt within reach of the stapdard
gauge between Western Australia and the
E-xstern States. With regard to the ques-
(ion of standardising all our railways, we
want to know what benefit the State will
get out of it. Will it get any beneit what-
ever?

The Mfinister for Works: We want to
know that, too.

Mr. SEWARD: I do not desire that this
State should be committed until Parlia-
ment has had an opportunity to debate
the matter.

The Minister for Works: You can rest as-
sured that this State will not be committed
to such an undertaking until that is done.
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Mr. SEWARD: But the applications for
the positions to which I have referred have
closed, and we have not yet had put for-
ward to us any scheme. We do not know
what the scheme is.

Mr. Thorn: Was the Government con-
sulted?

The Mfinister for Works: I have not seen
the advertisement.

Mr. SEWARD: The applications closed
on the 13th August, 1945, with the Chief
Civil Engineer, 615 Wellington-street, Perth.
If numbers of men have put in their appli-
cations they are entitled to have them
treated as genuine. They would have some
call upon the Government.

The Minister for Works: There is plenty
of other work for them to do.

Mr. SEWA' D: Yes, and plenty of work
about which this Parliament should be con-
sulted.

Mr. fancy: These men must have been
qualified particularly for railway work.
You can hardly switch them on to some
other job.

The Minister for Works: There is plenty
of other railway work too.

Mr. SEXWA'D: If this proposal goes
through it means that we will have added
expenditure to face, so far as we know the
sum of £8,000,000 in the next four years.
There will be other expenditure too. If we
standardise most of the lines that Sir Har-
old Clapp deals with in his report we shall
bep committed to an expenditure. we are
told, of £47,000,000. Where is this State
going to find that money, or a proportion
of it? I myself do not know. Our rail-
ways, with their present capitalisation, can-
not pay their way today. If we are com-
mitted to a~n expenditure of £8,000,000,
added to the present indebtedness, the rail-
ways will go back still further.

The Minister for Works: You need not
he afraid of the State bein2 committed to
even a portion of that expenditure for a
long time.

Mr. SEWARD: I wish I had the same
assurance as the Minister.

The Minister for Works: You have that
assurance.

Mr. SEWARD: These are times when
the Commonwealth Government is taking
unto itself powers of all kinds, there being

grave doubt as to its right to do so. The
Minister for Transport appears to be back-
ing up Sir Harold Clapp's report. Sir
Harold addressed a meeting of experts in
Sydney recently in support of his proposal,
and I understand that he is coming to
Perth to address a meeting here in support
of it. If things like this go on we may
wake up one day to the fact that this State
has been committed to the undertaking
without Parliament having been consulted.
The Comnmonwealth Government is in the
position today of having a lot of money.
Once you get people with a considerable
amount of money at their disposal, and
with a few schemes in their heads, you
may find you are committed to a proposal
before you know where you are. We may
wake up to find that although unification
has not been agreed to, we shall be so tied
up that in effect unification wvill have been
brought about.

Mr. Watts: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment may resume the Eastern Goldfields
line and build a new one on top of it.

Mr. SEWARD: In his first proposal Sir
Harold Clapp refers to the standardisation
and construction of the line from Kalgoor-
lie to Fremantle. He says-

The conetruetion of this independent line in
Western Australia is the simplest way to pro-
vide the inter-capitall gauge link, pending the
conversion at a later date of the entire Western
Australian system. In view of the extensive
nature of the standardisation project I am un-
able to recommend the conversion of the entire
Western Australian railways at the outset, but
the proposed independent line would be an in-
tegral Part of the railway system of that State,
both prior and subsequent to standardisation,
and would not in any way interfere with the
operation of the existing aft. 6in. gauge sys-
tern.

I wish to say here that if we are commit-
ted to the conversion of the Kalgoorlie-Fre-
mantle railway, the first thing- I would like
an assurance on is whether we, are also
going to convert all our other lines. If
we are only going to deal wvith a certain
number of our lines, including that between
Fremantle and Kalgoorlie, I ask nmyself
whether that is the cheapest and most ef-
ficient way of carrying out the work.
Would it be cheaper to alter the existing
line from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle, or to
build another line somewhere else? At this
moment I am not going to raise the "battle
of the routes." That is a matter for other
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pe'ople more competent than myself to deal
with. I wsill now continue the paragraph in
Sir Harold Glapp's9 report-

Speaking generally, the conversion of narrow
gauge lines to standard gauge necessitates the
track being more or less completely rebuilt with
heavier rails, longer sleepers, wider formation,
including cuttings and baniks and new bridges,
while in many cases the present sharp curves
and steep grades will necessitate re-location
of the route.

We hould have advice on the question
whether it would not be cheaper, and with-
out lo!;s of efficiency, to put a new line down
in another part of 'the State between these
two points, and aipproximately the same dis-
tance, namely, 410 miles. If the work can
he done cheaper in somie other way, and
£1,000,000 or £2,000,000 saved, that money
would come handy to the State, and could be
usqed towards thle construction of, say, an
all-weather road in the North-West or some
water scheme of which we are more in need
than we. are of standardised railways..-

The Minister for Works: I think you are
quite right.

Mr. SEWARD: This is information the
House should have before we come to any
decision on the matter. If the Common-
weailth Gov-erment were to say, "'We are
getting- a considerable amount of money
throu1gh taxation: wve will- continue that
taxation for another 12 months and build
this railway out of that money," the propo*
sal would bte one that could well be consid-
ered. But that Government is not going to
dlo that. Despite the large surplus it must
have now that the defence expenditure hasq
been cut diown this will he an additional
financial burden cost upon the State, and wre
have vet to learn what Western Australia
hlas, to gain from it. The next question I
would deal with is that of 'who will pay for
the line, and how much each authority will
pay.

In the course of his report Sir Harold
Clapp says that the onestion of finance A'id
not come into his termis of reference so that
hie does not know who will pay. HeP 'then
says-

Mly Terms of Reference do not include the
submission of a recommendation as to the ap-
portionment of the cost of standiardisation of
gauges as between the Commonwealth and the
States. The last Cabinet decision regarding
this matter (.nnuarr, 1930) was to the effect
''that the Commonwealth Government re-
aiffirm the proposal agreed to in 3921 to pay
one-hfift of the total cost.''

That means that the Commonwealth Gov-
erment will par one-fifth of the cost, and
the States will be left to carry thp other
four-fifths. If that is so I want to know
for what reason the line is being built. Is,
it being built for defence purposes or co-
nomnlie purposes? If it is required for eco-
nomuic purposes and will open up and do-
;-elop 'Western Australia and thereby in-
crease the railwayv revenue, the apportion-
ment of the cost would be a different mat-
ter compared with the position that would
arise if the work were carried out for de-
fence purposes, s Sir Harold Clapp says.
If the line is being built for defence pur-
poses obviously the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should bear the greater portion of the
cost. Most people will agree with that. Sir
Harold says there is nothing to guide him
upon that point other than the resolution of'
the Federal Cabinet in 1921 when it was
decided that the Commonwealth Government
would pa one-fifth. Sir Harold has this
to say on page 30 of his report-

On the 4th September. 1944, 1 recommended
that the Commonwea1lh Government grant
auth* ority for a survey to be made for the re-
location of the sections of line referred to
.sbove, tile cost of which was estimated by the
Western Australian Commis4sioner of Railways
at £E82,000, and this item is included in the
estimated cost of the line. It is understood
that Cabinet anthorised the Minister for Trans-
port to discuss the matter with the State
Preirier, antI I am unaware of the result.

These are thing-s -we do not want to he un-
aware of. W'e want to know the result be-
fore we embark upon such an undertaking.
T will give members an idea of proposal
"A" AS regards, Western Australia. In the
first year of operation-the whole thing is
to be done in four years-U is to cost
£457,000 (i247,000 for tracks and struc-
tures, and £C210,000 for locomotives and roll-
ing stock), in the Pecond rear the coqt is to
be £1,152,064, in the third year £3,657,394,
and in the fourth year ;C3,085,542, a total
of 98.352,000 in the four rem-rs. That is a
fair amount of debt for th is State to carry.
If we take four-fifths of it, -it comes to
£6,000,000 odd, the balance to be paid by
the Commonwealth.

Hon, J1. 0. Willcoek: it is supposed to
be shared equally, between all the States on
the population basis.

'Mr. SEWARD: Here it says it is one-
fifth to the Commonwealth and four-fifths
to the States. I will give the figures in re-



[21 AVcrUs', 1945.]26

gard to the associated works, which bear
that out.

Hlon. J. C. Wilicock: Read what "The
West Australian" said about the Premiers'
Conference this morning.

Air. SEWARD: I have not seen what
"The West Australian" said. I am reading
from Sir Harold Clapp's report, and that
is what we have to go by. If the work is
to be done from a defence point of view, and
that certainl-y is a very strong argument for
doing this work, it seems peculiar that one
of the lines should have been cuit out of Sir
Harold Clap p's proposal with regard to the
Western Australian lines to be converted,
inasmuch as lie eliminates the line running
from Pinjarra to Narrogin. If it is a de-
fence proposal it is obviously necessary to
have communications inland from the coast,
from Fremantle inland and from Bunbury
inland, as we found in the last war. This
is a line which I would have thougfht would
be included, as it runs from Pinjarra to
the Great Southern, yet Sir Harold Clapp
has eliminated it. Dealing with the matter
from that point of view I find it difficult
indeed to determine why Sir Harold has cut
that line out.

Another question to which I wvant to refer
is that of associated works, as Sir Har-old
Clapp calls them: that is the works that
the railways will have to carry out, For
instance, they will have a certain amount
of maintenance work and so on in the com-
ing years in connection with the 3 ft. 6 in.'
gauge. If the railway from Kalgoorlie to
Fremantle is standardised it follows that in
order to use that line the State will have
a certain amount of rollingstock for that
purpose. In all these things Sir Harold has
determined the proportion of the expendi-
ture that the various States are going to
carry, hut there is a rather significant state-
ment by the Commissioner for Railways in
Victoria. When Sir Harold wanted this in-
formation he wrote to the various Commis-
sions of Railways and asked what their
works were going to he over a period of
years, so that he could determine what be
should regard as the State's expenditure
and what should go to the standardisation
scheme. The Commissioner for Railways in
Victoria replied to Sir Harold and suggested
that the matter might be deferred until the
question of the allocation of standardisation

costs between the Commonwealth and the
States was decided, and mentioned that-

It seems obvious that any determination as
to allocation of cos.s between the Coummon-
wealth and the States would depend upon the
nuhmber of assumptions, of whichi perhaps the
most important, is, ability of the respective
States to pay.

That was a very significant stg' tement. Sir
Harold then wrote, asking the Commissioner
for Railways in Victoria to reconsider it,
but that Commissioner said he could not
and would nor' do it, with the result that
Sir Harold Clapp then determined the mat-
ter for himself and allotted £10,152,605 to
Victoria and to Western Australia
£1,047,500. There is also the matter of the
provision of the rollingstock necessary to
use oa this line. If this line is put down
from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle the Commis&-
sioner of Railways in.Western Australia has
stated that he intends to use it, to the ex-
tent of nine trains per week, three inter-
state trains and six intrastate trains, which
seems to inc to be a very small amount of
use for that line. It is estimated by Sir
Har-old Clapp that it will require 38 loco-
motives, 64 passenger ears and brake-vans
and 650 goods and other freight wagons,
at a cost of £1,887,500, for the construction
of new rollingstock. Sir Hfam-old has appor-
tioned that cost between the standardisation
scheme and the State and considers that the
State should have 23 locomotives, 40 passen-
ger ears and brake-vans and 250 goods and
other f reight wagons, at a total cost of
£1,047,600. Sir Harold says-

The cost of this equipment is, I consider, a
charge to Associated Works, and the cost to
the stanidardisation project is, therefore,
E840,000.

In Item 1, for the construction of an
independent line from Fremiantle-Perth to
Kalgoorlie, the estimated cost of the line
on a 4ft. S1/in, basis is £6,681,000 and the
estimated cost of construction on locono-
tives and rollingstock is £1,047,500, a total
of £7,729,100, and the estimated time in-
volved to complete the project is four
years. The Western Australian railway
authorities estimate that the operation oC
the existing 3ft. Oin. gautge line and the
proposed newv independent line, without
any prospect of increased byusiness, would
result in Western Australia incurring an
additional cost in both operation and main-
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lenance to the extent of approximately
X311.000 per annum.

To sum it up, it seems to me that if
wve take four-fifths of the cost of the line
from Kalgoorlie to Fremnantle it comes out
ait about £6.681,000, and if we add to that
X1 .047,500 for as.,sociated works, and then
add £1,300,000 which it is estimated by
Mr. F'aynor it will take to bring our roll-
ingstock up to requirementb, the total is
X9.229,100. It is also proposed to add
£310,000 to present interest and mainten-
once costs. That means that the railways
ini this State will have to shoulder a re-
sponsibility of about another £.1,000,000 on
top of the present. loss of over £100,000 per
year. If that is not a project which calls
for serious consideration by this Parlia-
ment hefore it goes any further, I do not
see the use of this Parliament being here
at all. While I know, that the Premier is
a fighter, of whichl he has given ample cvi-
deuce in this House, in Canberra he is
competing with Eastern States people -who
aire involved to a greater degree. If we are
to rely entirely on tile Premier to uphold
and secure the interests of this State1 I
think we are placing an unfair burden on
him.

The Minister for Works: Have you read
this morning's issue of "The West Aus-
tralian"?

Mr. SEWAIRD: As I have said several
times, I have not had time to do so. I had
these remarks ready about last Wednes-
day, hut was unable to make them then.

The 'Minister for Works: If you had
read this morning's issue of ''The West
Auistralian " T think you would have spoken
differently.

Mr. SEWAUO: -No, because -whatever
"The West Auitralian" said this morning,
this Parliament so far has not been con-
sulted on this sehenie, and I think the first
thing that should] be done is for this Par-
liamnent to determine what the financial
commitinents are going to be.

Hon. J. C. Wilieck: The Government
was not consulted until yesterday, through
it-, Premier.

Mr. SEWARD: Then I am evidently
giving the Governmepnt support. I will
move a slight amendment to the Address-
in-reply, and in doing that I want to as-.
-ure memher,; nn the other side of the
ITirus;e that it is not a censure motion

against the Government, nor can it be read
that way. I simply want to give this
House the opportunity of learning the pro-
posals and discussing them, and if the
Premier is opposing the present proposals
we can give him that support that this Par-
liament should give him. Ini tonight's issue
of the " Daily News'' there is a paragraph
headed "Preiers Accept Rail Plan''. It
reads-

Premiers' Conference decided today that
work on standardising Australian rail gauges
should be proceeded with as being essential to
national defence and development.

The M1inister for Works: What are the
conditions?

Mr. SEWARD: The Premier is going to
see about those conditions. Vre we going
to put it into the hands of those who have
greater representations than we have?

Hijn. J1. C. Wilicock: It is unconditional
surrender!

Mr. SEWARD: We are not offering un-
conditional surrender. The Commissioner
for P-aitways in Victoria refused to give an
estimate to Sir Harold Clapp, and Sir Har-
old had to work it out for himself, but our
Commissioner gave Sir Harold the inform-
ation and he then apportioned so much to
the Commonwealth and so ranch to the
State. I move an amendment-

That the following words be added to the
motion for the adoption of the Address-n
reply:-' 'But this House conside-rs that your
Government should rios enter into any agree-
went for the standardilsation of railway gauges
until the whole of the facts and information
availa~ble have been considered by this Parlis-
met.''

I think it is essential that this House
should adopt the amendment, and should
do it as soon as possible, in order to give
the Premier some support in any stand that
he mig-ht he making at the Premiers' Con-
ference.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A. H.
G. Hawke-Northam - on amendment)
[6.12]: I am sorry I am not able to express
appreciation to the member for Pingelly for
having made available to me a copy of this
amendment, but I will do the best I can
without having a copy of it available to me.
It would appear, from what the hon. mem-
ber has said, that he almost regards Sir
HlaroTd Clepp as having power superior to
the powers of Government, because most of
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his speech appears to indicate to those who
were listening that because Sir Harold Clapp
had said this, and had recommended that,
the Governments are more or less bound to
proceed along the lines recommended by, Sir
Harold Clapp. I think it should be made
celear that Sir Harold Clapp was appointed
by the Commonwealth Government for the
purpose of investigating the general ques-
tion of the advisability of standardising the
railway lines of Australia on the basis of
the 4 ft. 8 2 in. gauge. In due course Sir
Harold Clapp carried out the investigations
which he considered necessary and then
gave consideration to what information he
had been able to obtain, and subsequently
submitted his report and recommendations
to the Commonwealth Government.

flitting snspc'nded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The ACTING PREMIER: I was point-
ing out that Sir Harold Clapp had been ap-
pointed by the Commonwealth Government
to investigate the question of the advisability
of establishing a uniform system of railway
gauges in Australia, and, in addition, that
it is wrong to imagine that Sir Harold Clapp
himself has any power in connection with
the matters upon which he has made re-
commendations. They are purely recommen-
dations that have y et to receive the con-
sideration of the Commonwealth and State
Governments. In dealing with a question
of this sort, it is quite easy to develop all
kinds of fears and doubts and worries, to
express those things in words and then, with
further words, to deal with them to one's
own personal satisfaction. However, I sug-
gest that at this stage we are all consider-
ably in the dark regarding the whole mat-
ter I have glanced through Sir Harold
Clapp's report, but I frankly confess that
I have not yet had time to give it the serious
consideration it probably deserves. The
amendment moved by the member for Pin-
gelly proposes the addition to the Address-
in-reply to the Speech with which His Ex-
cellency was pleased to open Parliament of
(be words-

''That the I-ouse considers the Government
should not eater into any agreement for the
standardisation of railway gauges until after
the whole of the facts and information avail-
able have been considered by this Parliameat.''

Ithink we might all agree with the prin-
ciplo ontained in the amendment, hut I do
not agree that this is an amendment which
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should be made to the Address-in-reply. It
is unreasonable to try to tack on to the
Address-in-reply an amendment of this de-
scription, especially as it deals with a mat-
ter on which only certain information has
yet been made available and only prelimin-
ary negfotiations have yet been carried out.

Mr. Doney: It was the, outstandingly im-
portant public question and might hiave been
mentioned.

The ACTING PREMNIER: It is an out-
standingly important pnblie question. If
the member for Pingelly is anxious to en-
sure that this House shall have an oppor-
tunity to discuss the whole matter after full
infornation is available to us, two methods
are open to him, either of whic~h would be
quite effective. One method, would be to
put to the Government, by way of a Parlia-
mentary question, a request for an assur-
ance such as he asks for in the amendment,
namiely, whether the Government would give
an assurant to the House that the State
would not be committed to any agreement in
connection with the standardisation of rail-
way gauges until the Parliament bad had an
opportunity to debate the whole question.
The second method which he could appro-
priately adopt would he to give notice of
intention to move a motion in the ordinary
way for the purpose of getting the opinion
of the House that this should be done. I
suggest to him that he muight adopt one or
other of those alternatives.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Or move for a re-
duction of a vote on the Estimates.

The ACTING PREMIER: I suggest scsi-
ously, yet in a friendly way, that it is not
desirable to try to tack this amendment on
to the Address-in-reply. I ask him seriously
to ponder this before the time conies for the
amendment to go to the vote.

The State Cabinet has had some discus-
sion of this matter. 'We naturally discussed
it before the Premier left Perth to attend
the Premiers' Conference. I think it is quite
proper to say that, to a substantial extent,
our views arc much in line with those ex-
pressed this afternoon by the member for
Pingelly. I am able to think of ninny fin-
portant undertakings required in this State
ahead of any work for the standardisation
of any of our railway systems to the 4ft.
Bin. gauge, and I am sure that other mem-
bers are able to think of many important
and urgent works required in the State
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ahead of work of this description. We can
think of hospitals, schools, water supplice,,
secondary industries, the revival of mining,
the building up of primary industries and a
dozen and one other important requirement3
which, in point of priority, would re-
ceive our approval ahead qf a proposal of
this sort. So the member for Pingelly, or
any other member of the Opposition who
might be inclined to think with him, need
have no fcars that the State Government
will commit Western Australia to any large
expenditure for the standardisation of rail-
way gauges if any such work is listed or is
likely to take place to the detriment of
many undertakings much more urgently re-
quired by us in this State.

Mr. Watts: That is the best statemeur
you have made for quite a fortnight.

The ACTI-NG PREMIER: I accept that,
as a very great complimeut for what I have
said, and I take it also with some doubt as
to the worth-while nature of the things I1
have previously said. For my own part, I
feel that the standardisation of our railway
system to the 4ft. S1/2n, gauge is something
that could be justified, to a large extent at
any rate, only on defence grounds in 'the
present stage of our development. Members
are aware that this State through the years
has spent a tremendous sum of money on
the existinft railway -system, and although
the system does not meet every modern re-
quirement by any means, it has nevertheless
over the years done a great job for this
State. It has assisted materially the de-
velopment of our resources and our indus-
tries. I think it can be said that our rail-
way system, with all its shortcomings, has
played a major part in the development of
most of our industries. No-one in his senses
would advocate the spending of tens of mil-
lions of pounds on converting our existing
3ft. Bin, gauge to 4ft. S1/in. I do not think
many people in Western Australia will) take
an entirely narrow view of the matter.

We might all be inclined to agree that
ultimately the railway systems of Australia
should be standardised on the basis of it
4ft. 8 1in. gauge, if that in these days i-3
considered to be the best gauge. It may be
that more recent experience and modemn de-
velopment would indicate that some other
gauge might be even more suitable, but that
is a matter for experts to judge and de-
termine- Evidently Sir Harold Clapp be-
lieves that the decision arrived at by ex-

perns many years ago in favour of the 4ft.
SV2in. gauge was and still is the right de-
cision. If a satisfactory arrangement could
be made between the State Government and
the Commonwealth Government for the con-
tinuation of the 4ft. 5 /iL gauge railwa-,
line from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle, probably
the great majority of Western Australians
would favour that work being proceeded
with.

Just on what basis a satisfactory arrange-
ment could be made it is not easy to say
at this stage. I think, however, that the ad-
vantages which would be conferred upon
this State would not be many; they cer-
tainly would not be great, and therefore the
measure of the financial burden to he placed
upon the State in connection with such ain
undertaking ought not to be great. The Com-
monwealth authorities should be prepared to
shoulder the major portion of the capital
cost of building such a line. But, as I say,
that is one of several proposals with respect
to the suggested unifying of the railway
systems of Australia which we in this State
might be inclined to favour, if the agree-
ment made between the Commonwealth and
the State on the subject was considered tr
be satisfactory to the State from the finan-
cial standpoint. In the "Daily News" of
this afternoon there appears a report sent
from Canberra setting out the agreement
reached at the Premiers' Conference. Tho
following is one of its most important sec-
tions:

Conference decided to appoint a committee'
representing the States and the Commonwealth
to consider what sections of the recommenda-
tions in the Clapp report should be accepted.

Members will agree that the conference
between the Commonwealth and the State
Premiers did the right thing in making that
decision, as being the first step in their
approach to the recommendations made by
Sir Harold Clapp. It is clear that the
Premiers were not prepared even to dis-
cuss with the Commonwealth any proposal
which would have the effect of committing
the State Governments to any of these re-
commendations at this conference. Quite
naturally, every State Premier would be
anxious to know a great deal more about
the proposals and certainly would be
anxious to be placed in a position to be
able to measure, firstly, the likely benefits
to be obtained by the States and, secondly,
the actual financial burden which the
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States would have to take upon themselves
uinder any agreement which they might
make with the Commonwealth. The report
proceeds-

Conference also decided that a committee
representing the States and Commonwealth
should confer and report -on the division of
financial commitments for thre project, having
regard (1) to defence value of the work, and
(2) to the value of Mt e work for developmental
purposes.

That is a proper approach to the question,
too, because it indicates that the Common-
wvealth is to be made responsible for the
defence value which any instalment of
these recommendations might establish for
tile Australian people as a whole. It also
shows that the State Premiers on their
part are willing reasonably to consider
giving in to the Commonwealth, financially
and otherwise, for the purpose of meeting
some of the burden if it can be shown.
after close inquiry, that the carrying out
of any of these recommendations would
confer an economic value upon the respec-
tive States. I do not think it could he ar-
gued that the Commonwealth should shoul-
dter the whole of the cost if at the same
time it could be proved that the States con-
cerned would receive great benefits in the
way of production of wealth and the devel-
opmnent of the States generally.

Mr. floury: What particular benefits do
you think might ensue?

The ACTING PREM1IER: If the more
important portions of the State railway
system are brought up to date by the Corn-
mnonwealth making a major financial con-
tribution, we shall be able to provide a
modern system which probably would give
far better service to producers generally
and by so doing provide that service in the
long run at a much cheaper cost to the ens-
tonters of the railways. That could be done
without necessarily reducing freights, be-
cause, after all is said and done, it is not
always the cost of a service which counts;
it is the quality of the service which some.-
times counts as much or even more than
its cost. It is therefore reasonable to say
that economic benefits might accrue to the
States if the major portions of their rail-
way systems were converted to a uniform
gauge; but I personally am not committing
myself strictly to that view at the moment.

Mr. floney: You cannot feel certain of
any improvement.

The ACTING PREMIER: No-one can
reel certain at this- stage because there is
not sufficient informuation available upon
which safely to base art opinion. That iwas
the feeling of the Premiers at the confer-
ence today. They realised that they were
not in possession of nearly sufficient in-
formation to enable them to arrive at a
decision, or to say yes or no to the indivi-
dual recommendations contained in the
Clapp report. So quite rightly they, repre-
senting the people of the different States,
decided as Premiers that these committees
should be set up for the purpose of carry-
ing out the investigations to which 1 have
referred. Another interesting point about
this report is that the proposals in connec-
tion with the unifying of the railway
gauges in Australia are not considered
likely to interfere with more urgent un-
dertakings such as housing and other im-
portant public programmes.

I think there is no member of Parlia-
ment who for one second would agree that
men and materials should be used in the
near future, or even in the reasonably near
future, for the purpose of setting to work
to unify railway gauges of Australia when
there are such desperately urgent works
required as the building of thousands of
houses aud other matters that easily come
to mind. For my part I do not feel that
the Commonwealth Government has put
forward these proposals for discussion at
the Premiers' Conference with any idea
that they should receive equal priority, or
anywhere near equal priority, with the
housing programme and other public works
programmes that have been developed in
recent times as the post-war reconstruc-
tion policy for Australia. I know that the
Commonwealth Minister for Transport,
Mvr. Ward, is tremendously enthusiastic
about these proposals to unify railway
gauges. I am aware that not so many
weeks ago he indicated by way of a public
statement that these proposals should
have a top priority, at least equal to hous-
ing.

Mr. floney: Was be speaking for the
Commonwealth Government?

The ACTING PREMIER: I should say
he was not; but even if he were, be was
not speaking for the Government of West-
ern Australia; and members generally can
take it for granted, without question, that
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the, Government of this State would not
agree under any conditions to allow the
unifying even of the railway from Kal-
goorlie to Frenmantle to take place to the
detriment of the building of houses, the
establishment of water supplies, the revi-
val of the goldmining industry, the build-
ing up of the primary industries, the ex-
pansion of secondary industries, the build-
ing of hospitals and schools, and a number
of other matters.

Mr. Doney: It will be five years at least
before the change is started over here, will
it not?

The ACTING PREMIER: I am not in
a position to say how long it might take,
but I will be very surprised indeed if any
actual work, apart from preliminary -work,
is done for the purpose of building a broad
gauge railway line from Kalgoorlie to
Fremantle duiring the next five years. It
might he-it probably will be--that pre-
liminary work will be carried out for the
purpose of developing a position under
which the building of the line from Kal-
goorlie to Fremantlc could be undertaken
without delay, if circumstances justified that
action being taken. For instance, after three,
four, or five years, we might easily flna that
in Western Australia we had completed most
of our major public undertakings in the
way of house building and public works
generally, and at that stage we might find
there was a paramount necessity to provide
employment for a considerable number of
men, as there -was during the depression
years. Under those conditions, there might
be reasonable justifleution for putting in
hand a work of this kind, and I should say
that work of this nature should be reserved
fot attention in circumstances such as those.

So I say again, as I said earlier, that
whilst I agree-and I think every member
of the Rouse will agree--in principle with
what the member fbr Pingelly is aiming at
in his amendment, I do not agree for one
second that it is appropriate to tack the
amendment on to the Address-in-reply.
There are other methods open to the bon.
member to express his views and to obtain
whatever assurances he wishes to obtain. I
have indicated that he could do it by way
of Parliamentary questions to the Govern-
ment or by moving a motion in the ordinary
way. I think that if he takes either of those
courses he will find that he will meet with

no opposition but with complete agreement
from all concerned. But if he proposes to
persist with this amendment, I am afraid
we shall have no option but to oppose it
and do whatever is possible to defeat it.

MR. WATTS (Katanning-on amend-
ment) [7.56] : We are indebted to the mem-
ber fur Pingelly for movng this amendment,
if only for the reason that it has called
forth from the Acting Premier the state-
ment he has made which-I think it will be
agreed-is as clear as any he has seen fit
to make in this House. With regard to
many aspects of this matter, be has relieved
my mind concerning the attitude, or the pos-
sible attitude, of the Government to which
he belongs. But I would like to express
my own opinion on this subject while the
opportunity offers. I believe that the crea-
tion of a 4 ft. 8:2 in. railway gauge from
Kalgoorlie to Fremantle is warranted. We
have suffered loss because we have not had
that gauge. Sinpce the trans-Australian line
was completed in 1917, the break of gauge
has been responsible for loss to various peo-
ple and a great amount of unnecessary work,
and the position should be remedied at the
earliest possible moment. But when it comes
to the question of making 4 ft. 8Y/2 in. rail-
ways of all the lines in Western Australia,
which I understand is part of the plan in
the mind of the Mlinister for Transport, Mr.
Ward, then I think the House might pay
more attention than it has alread-y paid to'
the remarks on 3 ft. 6 in. gauges that have
been made in this House from time to time
by the member for Piugelly and the mem-
her for Kalgoorlie.

Only a few nights ago, the member for
Kalgoorlie had a great deal to say on the
question of 3 ft. 6 in. gauges. He speaks
from a well-informed mind on this subject.
It is obvious he has given a great deal of
attention to the points on which he spoke
the other night. He impressed upon us that
in order to obtain reasonable speeds and the
haulage of considerable loads over long dis-
tances in an efficient manner, it was not
necessary to alter the gauge of the existing
Western Australian railways other, I would
say, than the gauge from Fremantle to Kal-
goorlie, which is to form part of the trans-
Australian railway and which therefore de-
serves separate and special consideration.
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There is another matter on which, to my
mind, a great deal could be done as has been
done in other countries. South Africa and
Japan have been instanced on more than
one occasion by the member for Kalgoorlie
for making efficient and speedy transport.
services available. There are considerable-
doubts in all our minds as to what is to be
the actual future of railway transport. For
many years it has had one competitor, and
a very strong and efficient competitor, to
wit, road transport. As I see it there are
practically no limitations to what road
transport can do if a determined effort were
needed and made to make the utmost use
of road transport as an adjunct to, or in-
deed, in substitution for any part of our
railway system.

Of more recent years air transport has
come into being and we know what marvels
have already been accomplished by that
means in the carrying of loads which even
five years ago would have been regarded as
impossible. What limits are to he placed
on carriage by air are, as yet, unknown to
me. Obviously air transport wvill carry much
heavier loads in the future than it has
tackled in the past, and it may become a
very strong competitor, over long distances
and for reasonably heavy loads, of rail
transport. Therefore, it is not at all clear
what the position of our railways is going
to beC in the future. Whether their useful-
uiess will be as great as it has been in recent
years, or -whether it will be lessened, is a
problem which only the future can answer.
But having that doubt in one's mind and
having' at the same time information such as
has been supplied by the member for Kal-
goorlie, and from other sources, can we do
anything else but doubt the advisability of
investing sums up to £45,000,000 anJI
£50,000,000 in the suggested unification of
all the railway lines of Western Australia,
other than the link with the transcontinen-
tal railway? Unless we unify them all we
will place ourselves in a very difficult posi-
tion, because if we alter the main lines and
not the branch lines we will merely hare a
repetition of the double handling, because
of the break of gauge, that has been taking
place at Kalgoorlie for many years.

As I see the position, it is all or none ex-
cept for the main line from the Eastern
States for which there are various reasons
why it might he converted to a 4ft. 8 in.
gauge. I bhave, therefore, been extremely
reluctant to agree, even in my own mind,

to any proposal for the unification of any
other lines than that one because i& has
always seemed to me that there is gravo
doubt as to the use that could be made of
them when we realise the very considerable
expense involved, because wve have no guar-
antee of a greatly increased population and
therefore no guarantee of a greatly in:
creased revenue which would enable us to
amortise the obligation we would enter into
for the purpose of constructing these lines.
But the Federal Minister for Transport, as
the Acting Premier has said, has been mak-
in statements which have induced the be-
lief in a great many people's minds that he
spoke for the Commonwealth Government.
and that the Commonwealth Govemnmeni.
had in view the unification of railway
gauges as a first priority. He said so; it6
was published in the Press.

It is the custom in this State, at least,
if any Minister of the Crown makes a state-
ment on a public matter of that character
-which is given publicity, to believe that he
expresses, as far as he knows them, the
views of the Government of which he is a
member. Therefore it is only reasonable to
suppose that the Minister for Transport.
when he made that statement, was doing the
same thing. But apparently he was not.
because only a few dasys later he proceeded
to qualify it in another statement which hr
made,' but even in the second statement.
when he qualified his original obsgervations.
he went on to say this--

Today critics of the scheme speak of man-
power and relative priority for other worki.
Those objections are excuses and not reasons
for delaying standardisation. and must be dis-
carded by all thoughtful, nationally-minded
people.

So, as I say, having qualified the statement
which he made he proceeds, in effect, to re-
peat it in those words which were reported
in "The West Australian" in the middle of
June last. So the impression has got abroad
that the Commonwealth Government is go-
ing- to try to insist on that as a very early
priority and as a great national work, and
to use its best endeavours to compel -the
States to put this scheme of -wholesale uni-
fication of railway gauges into operation as
early as possible. Now the Acting Premier
has successfully disposed, in my mind any-
way, of the re-actions of the State Govern-
ment to that point of view. Quite obvidusly
he is not going to subscribe to activity of
that nature. He realises that there are other
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works which have far more justification and
which should be put in hand in the interests
of Western Australia. When I bear in mind
the conclusions which can be arrived at in
reg-ard to the possible efficiency of our ex-
isting railways by re-organisation and ex-
penditure of a reasonable amount, then I
can see no reason to dispute the point of
view that has been put forward by the Act-
ing Premier.

What I do not want to see, however, is
this, that the Premiers' Conference having,
as we now krow, appointed its committees
and made its further inquiries should come
to a decision and that we in this Parliament,
whatever that decision may be, should be
faced, when the Premier and his advisers
return,. with something in the nature of an
accomplished fact; that is to say that the
Premier comes back here pledged to some
proposal-whatever it may be, and not, ob-
viously, Mr. Clapp's proposal-and desiring
his colleagues and supporters in this House
to agree with him because he has, broadly
speaking, given the word of the State of
Western Australia that the particular pro-
ject, whatever it may be, wvill be proceeded
with. That would result, virtually, in this
Parliament having no say in the matter.
Out of loyalty many of his colleagues would
feel compelled to support him, even if it
were against their better judgment, so that
in the net result it would not be a delibera-
tive assembly discussing the matter hut one,
the majority of which had already made up
its mind what to do, namely, to adopt the
decision of the Premiers' Conference, what-
ever it was.

As I see it, the member for Pingelly, in
moving his amendment in the terms he did,
sought only to make sure that there should
be no accomplished fact as far as the Pre-
mier of Western Australia is concerned; that
he would hear the discussions and take part
in them at Canberra or MNelbourne, or
wherever the Premiers' Conference is held,
and having heard them would form his own
conclusions and agree only that he would
come back here and discuss the matter with
the Parliament to which he is -responsible.
If he will do that, and if as a deliberative
assembly, and having heard all the infor-
mation that qdan be put before it, this Par-
liament decides to accept his point of view-
that is the majority point of view at the
Premiers' Conference-we shall have no more

to complain about. We shall at least do it
in the light of all the information and be-
cause the better judgment of the majority
of members of the House has reached the
conclusion that it is the right thing to do.
We have had, in the past, too much of Pre-
miers coming to conclusions, over in Can-
berra or Mfellbourne, as to what has to he
done, while we are simply presented here,
when they return, with a measure to carry
those decisions into effect.

The Legaislature of this State, heavily in-
volved as it will be in any transaction of
this character, has not in those instances
been consulted in the way in which it should
be consulted. It has been obliged, broadlsr
speaking, to put a rubber-stamp to some-
thing which is an accomplished fact before
the debate takes place. That is not the
right thing to do in a matter of this kind.
There will be little diffieulty, as I see it, in
getting the assent of this House to a pro-
posal which involves the building of the 4 ft.
S / in. gauge railway from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie. It will be very convenient to
have no brealZ-of gauge at Kalgorlie. it
will facilitate intercourse between this State
and the Eastern States of the Common-
wealth, but it will more grqatly facilitate
the intercourse of people who live in the
Eastern States-because there are more of
them-than it will the intercourse of people
in Western Australia;, and there is a defence
reason which has to be considered.

Strangely enough, it will have been
noticed, from Press reports of the European
war, that the railways of central Europe
were greatly used for the transport of the
military forces of the Axis nations, but it
was apparent to everyone who studied the
course of the war in the last few months
in Europe that -the railways had been very
heavily dismaged by the Allied Forces, and
particularly the Air Forces. For months
and months they had set themselves the task
of blowing up junctions and damaging anud
wrecking locomotives and goods-trains, ob-
viously with the idea-and most successfully
too-of dislocating the Axis transport.
The net result, as I was informed the other
day by a man who was for over
three years a prisoner of war in Western
GJermany, was that ultimately the state of
transport in Western Germany became
pitiful, and the railways were in a condi-
tion of ruin and chaos, because of the con-
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stant bombardment. Road transport was
the only effective means at that time of
handling the supplies for the German
Army, and it had been so for a consider-
able period of time. Finally that broke
down, as I understand the position, be-
cause of the difficulty of obtaining suffi-
cient quantities of fuel at the right plsa
and time, and so the whole of their trans-
port ultimately became chaotic, and their
Forces consequently collapsed. We, there-
fore. have to bear in mind, in considering
this railway as a defence project, that
probably, if we were to require it again for
that purpose, we would ultimately find the
enemy doing exactly the same hcre ' as the
Allied Forces did in Germany, and it would
have the result that road transport would
be substantially the medium for bringing
up supplies because, though the railway
line had been put there for defence pur-
poses, it would be damaged and broken
down by our attackers. So even as a de-
fence project, it is doubtful, to my mind,
whether it will be useful, or as useful as
some people believe.

Let us assume that it is something whict
is vitally necessary for the defence of this
country in the future. On that assumption
I submit that it is the duty of the Com-
monwealth, which is responsible for the
defence of this country and which derives
the greater portion of the powers it exer-
cises during wartime from the alleged exer-
cise of the def~nice power, to pay the
greatet part of the cost of it. If that is
not a sufficient reason 'why by far the
greater part of, the cost of it should be
borne by the Commonwealth, then the fact
which I mentioned earlier-that conveni-
ence of intercourse will be given to a far
greater proportion of people in the East-
ern States than in Western Australia-
should justify it in absorbing nearly all of
what the work of this link in the Trans-
Anstralin railway will cost. So it seems
to mc that the Parliament of this State,
when givingr consideration to -what share
Western Australia should bea-r, shou~ld
have those other States in mind, and that
it is as great a convenience to the rest of
Australia-if not a far greater conveni-
ence-as it is to Western Australia, and
that it is reasonable that the minor pro-
portion of the cost only should be borne
by this State. I feel, also, that if we are
prepared to go in for a large share of the

expenditure, even on this isolated link in
thc trans-Australian railway, or on the
creation of the unified gauge in other sec-
tions of our railways, we must bear in
mind that we are not going to get any
great revenue out of it.

We arc going to have a very consider-
able development of certain t'serviees Wn
Western Australia, and instead of end ea-
vouring to charge ats much as possible to
the persons who tire going to use those ser-
vices, let the loss be borne for something
that will increase the development of the
State and which will be likely to enhance
our population. Let that be borne by the
taxpayers as a body and lighten the cost
to the users of the scheme. I can think of
electricity sukplies and water supplies,
which have b~een mentioned, as two very
useful sources of expenditure, and I can
see justification for taking that point of
vcev in regard to them. I do not feel that
it is necessary to force this amendmentt to
a vote. The attitude taken up by the Act-
ing Premier has, as said earlier, been a
reasonable one.

Mr. Needham: Are you afraid to take a
vote I

Mr. WATTS: The hon. member will be
asking about co-operation in another five
minutes, if I keep on. If the Acting Pre-
mier will be willing to add to the state-
ment that he has made that it will not be
merely a rubber-stamp consideration of the
proposals that will be offered to this Par-
liamuent, hut that we will be given anop
portunity, as a deliberative assembly, to
discuss the whole scheme before either the
Government or Parliament is bound by a
decision-

The Minister for Lands: He cannot
make another speech.

Mr. WATTS: Then I would be quite
prepared to ask my colleague. the member
for Pingelly, to withdraw his amendment,
because the purpose for which he Moved
it, as I understand it, would have been
achieved.

MR. NORTH (Claremont-on amend-
ment) ( 8.20]: The main question raised by
the member for Pingelly comes to this:
Should railways be scrapped altogether as
being obsolete or should they be modernised?
I cannot see that we have ever had an answer
to that question. I asked a question of the
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Minister for Railways some time ago, and the
reply was that the railways should be kept
going as they were still in the running-.
The United States of America have 300,000
wiles of railways built and run by private
companies, and if railways were likely to
become obsolete, the-y would know what to
do. An announcement was made in "The
WVest Australian" recently, however, that the
companies there were spending £350,000,000
on modernising their railways. That state-
ment shows me that the answer I set out to
get has been given by the United States. If
they can spend an enormous sum like that,
on top of their already heavy capital out-
lay, in order to improve their railways, the
answer for us is fairly clear.

The member for Pingelly should he com-
mended for raising the issue because I be-
lieve we should stress to the people of Aus-
tralia the absurdity of the bogeys raised
against the standardising job as a whole.
During the ten years ahead over which the
job is suplposed to lie spread, the national
income, on present indications, will be ap-
proximately £C15,000,000,000. If we deduct
from that the sum of £70,000,000 for the
work of standardisation, we can see that
the job can be done. The United States
had seven gauges and reduced them to one
gauge. Not being Government concerns but
being business concerns, however, the rail-
way companies did not hold long debates.
Representatives sat around a table and got
down to an agreemnent in the space of a
Few months. Consequently, I feel that 'when
the question whether we are going to scrap
our railways or not is finally answered in
this State, the result will be that we shall
find the monev and mnodernise them aind thus
bring our State into line with sister
l)ominions, with Britain and the United
States, each of which has a uniform gauge
of one kind or other.

Another reason for which the member for
l'ingelly should be commended is this: W
shall have an opportunity to find out how
the figures given by the member for K~al-
goorlie for mnodernising the narrow gauge
would compare with the total ero9t of
moderniiing, plus standardising. If it were
found that there was not much difference
in the two costs, he might he prepared over
the years as unemployment occurs to sup-
port the complete change. On the other
hand, if it were found from the figures

that the modernising alone could be done
more cheaply, then we would have another
story, leaving out the question of the East-
West line, which the Leader of the Opposi-
tion dealt with and supported. I ask mem-
bers to consider the figures for the South
African railways. They are really stagger-
ing. They seem to show that the results
obtained on the 3ft. 6in, gauge there are
equal to those obtained on our broad-gauge
lines. I think that point could be substan-
tiated.

Hon. J. C. Wilicock: South Africa has
much heavier rails.

Mir. NORTH: That is so; I believe the
rails used there are 120 lbs. I do not think
members of this House would support the
expenditure of millions of pounds to con-
vert narrow-gauge lines if similar results
could be obtained. These points seem to me
to be pertinent once we get past the housing
question. It is regrettable that such an
important engineering question should have
to be mixed up with local requirements, due
largely to the war, and having nothing to do
with railway construction. Therefore I feel
that good will come of this discussion. We
.shall learn all there is to learn on the sub-
ject. I want to see adopted the best trans-
port system available.

Many years ago, I moved a motion relat-
ing to the railways, but wve have learnt mutch
since then. We have to be guided by facts
and by the advice of experts, but I believe
the day 'will. come when we shall be glad
that the last sod has been turned and that
Australia, like its sister Dominion Canada,
will be able to run trucks and coaches from
one end of the continent to the other with-
out a break of gauge. The primary cost
will probably prove to he the final cost,
whereas, by running the railways under pre-
sent conditions, we have a continuing loss%.
For every few pounds we save in interest,
we lose millions in efficiency and convenience,
and we shall not solve our train problems
if we try to maintain three gauges. Let
us remember the experience of Britain and
the United States of America and get the
job done. If we provide the uniform gauge
we shall find the finance, too.

1M. DONEY tWilliam--Narrogin-n
amendment) [8.20]: The member for Clare-
mont will doubtless pardon my making a
small correction, but he seemed not fully to
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understand the nature of the submission by
the member for Pingelly. He said the hon.
member had stated that the railways were
to be scrapped or modernised. I' do not
think the member for Claremont had any
justification for taking that rather absurd
view of the remarks of the member for Pin-
gelly. However, what I am particularly
perturbed about is the vast difference be-
tween the purport and the general meaning
of the report in "The West Australian" of
this morning upon the standardisation of~
gauges question and a subsequent report in
tonight's "Daily News." In that difference,
as I see it, lies a complete justification for
the amendment submitted by my colleague.
According to the report in "The West Aits-
tralian" this morning, there was not a single
State, other than Tasmania, that gave any-
thing approaching support to the prin-
ciples that Air. Ward laid before the Pre-
miers' Conference, and Tasmania is the one
State of the six that is not concerned in any
way with the problems which its Premier
discussed.

The Minister for Lands: Except that Tas-
mnania wants a bridge across the Straits.

Mr. DONEY: Each and every Premier
or Deputy Premier who spoke for the other
States went out of his way to show that
the proposal did not appeal at all and gave
his reasons. According to the "Daily
News," however, a complete change seems
to have come over the Premiers attending
the conference. In lieu of the objections of
the previous day, we now have a report set-
ting out that the Premiers have accepted the
rail plan.

The Minister for Lands: According to the
"Daily News."

Mr. DONEY: Yes, and I quote the pope':
without making any pretence that the re-
port is reliabile.

The Minister for Lands: That is an insult
to a good newspaper.

Mr. DONEY: I am saying nothing against
the newspaper.

The Minister for Lands: Have a look at
the "Opinions" column.

Mr. DONEY: The caption in the "Daily
News" is "Premiers Accept Rail Plaa'"
That is easily understood. The report
states-

The Premiers'I Conference decided today that
the work of standardising Australian rail
gauges should be proceeded with as being essen-
tial to national defence and development.

It is impossible to misunderstand the
meaning of that quotation. Certain it is
that later in the conference the Premiers
seem to have accepted an amendment to a
motion submitted by Mr. Ward calling
upon them to give further regard to the
question of the proportionate cost to the
States and to the Commonwealth, and also
to determine exactly whether the project
has any developmental value or only a de-
fence value. From the viewpoint that mos;
members on this side of the House take,
the developmental value that might be ex-
pected to he derived from this project, if
carried into effect, would be practically nil.
As to the defence value, that to my
mind is problematical, to say the least of
it. I ami by no means accepting Sir Har-
old Clapp as the final word in regard even
to a matter affecting railways. I notice
[hat he said this: That to the north of us
there are some 1,200,000,000 people, but
he conitinued to say that if we standard-
ised the gauges of our railways in Austra-
lia we should have nothing absolutely
whatever to fear from those millions. That
is a most amazing statement and entirely
unjustifiable, whether made by Sir Harold
Clapp or by anyone else.

My colleague on my right went to some
trouble to point out the terriblc confusion
of the people in Germany and other cen-
tral European countries following the
blasting to bits of their railways by Allied
airmen. We know very well that there
was no country in Europe at the com-
mencement of the war just concluded in a
better position with respect to its railways
than was Germany, but that did not stand
to Germany to the extent that Sir Harold
Clapp is contending it will stand to us in
the event of our having trouble with the
millions to the north of Australia. T
would like to express this view, too, that
the Premier will certainly not come back
to Western Australia having committed
the State to the plan. There is absolutely
no need whatever to hurry over this mat-
ter, as the Acting Premier said, and we
all agree with him it is entirely unlikely
that within the next five years we shall see
any great amount of work undertaken On
this project: There is therefore ample
time to discuss the matter.

The Minister for Lands: Why discuss it
now?

Mfr. Trint: It is wasting time.
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Mr. DONEY: The reason is obvious. 1
hope that the Premier comes back with
proposals to make to this House, but at the
same time giving members ample opportun-
ity, as representing the taxpayers, to come
to a decision as to whether we will or will
not accept those proposals.

Mr. SEWARD: In view of the Acting
Premier's promise to give members an oppor-
tunity to discuss the matter, I ask leave to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

MR. TRLUER (Avon) r8.3]: I am ex-
trenmely pleased that hostilities have ceased
and I hope we are now entering on an era
where many evils may pass and not recur
and where goodwill will exist between all
nations. I must add my quota of good
wishes, even though it he repetition, to the
es-Premier (Hon. J. C. Willeock). History
will prove that our Parliament was the bet-
ter for his long association with our legis-
lation. To the new Premier we must offer
thanks for his accepting the Premiership.
We know him and appreciate his proved
ability. Congratulations must also be ex-
tended to the Deputy Premier, who will do
honour and justice to his position; and I
would be wanting in honesty and apprecia-
tion if I failed to thank the various Minis-
ters of the Crown for the assistance which
I have received from them. I consider we
are slowly but surely reaching the point
where we shall have a system established
that will give Government banks sovereign
control over the issue of internal currency
established for national developmental work,
housing, water, transport, etc., and thus
secure the machinery to provide a regular
equation between the community's produc-
tion and the community's purchasing power,
such being based on honest value of goods,
services and labour. Perhaps the awful car-
nage of wvar may be semi-justified if it proves
to the people the community's want of free-
dom.

President Roosevelt had four wonderful
f reedoms. Western Australia has four
wants: Want of full employment, want
of scientific control and management of
credit and currency; want of orderly
production of major primary products,
with honest prices to producers and
consumer alike; and want of fellowship and
sympathy for the other man's right to live

in a reasonable degree of comfort and
security. Full employment can be given
with scientific control and management of
currency, and if a Government should be
congratulated on this score, it is the Will-
cock Government for entering into the
cheque-paying hank business through the
medium of the Rural and Industries Bank.
Our Premier deserves special congratulations
for the way in which he brought down the
Bill for the establishment of that bank and
for the personnel appointed as commission-
ers. They, I believe, will administer the
bank with justice, honesty and vision, also
with sympathy and understanding. I hope
the Rural and Industries Bank will make
service its keynote and give security and
peace of mind to its clients. That has not
been the policy of the associated banks, which
only grant loans from year to year. Among
other facilities which I hope the bank will
extend to its customers will be banking faci-
lities in the smaller country districts, where
agencies should be opened once a week at
least. It is most unf air that business peo-
ple and others should have to travel up to
30 miles to transact ordinary banking busi-
ness. Ordinary routine banking service must
be undertaken by the rural bank in order
that it may give the fullest value to its cus-
tomers. It should have the status of a co-
partner with the Commonwealth Bank and
not be subservient to that bank. Speaking
to the objective of full employment, it will
be necessary to associate that matter with
the Commonwealth Bank and the rural bank
for the management and control of loans
and advances, with or without interest, the
interest factor to be governed by the national
character or otherwise of the work under
review, and with the idea of bringing about
right co-ordination in full employment.

It is pleasing to note how often the Hon.
J1. C. Willek, when Premier, had with him
the present Premier at conferences in the
Eastern States. I feel that we should be
strongly represented at such conferences, be-
cause in many cases the future of Western
Australia is being discussed and most of
those discussions are concerned with the re-
construction of our new and vital relation-
ships with the future. Hence we can make
no effort too great to ensure that the fullest
opportunity is taken to see that we are re-
presented at those conferences, in order that
every avenue may be explored to estab-
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lish a system in the reconstruction
period that will yield scientific control
of money, credits and markets. Finance
must not only be provided to give full
employment but it must also be- used
to stabilise markets for all major primary
industries. The land and primary products
form the foundation of our whole economic
structure and our social system. Hence
stabilised markets will, to a major extent,
provide employment. Water services and
transport will play an ever-increasing part
in the provision of work for all and the de-
velopment of our primary industries.

I hope that Western Australia will follow
the idea adopted in New South Wales in re-
gard to irrigation schemes, and that when
we instal or review water services, transport
and other facilities of that kind we will
work out a reasonable and just price for
the community to meet. The consumers
should pay a reasonable figure and the
balance of the cost should he charged to the
general taxpayer. It is fantastic that
breeders of livestock in one district should
pay 2s. 6id. per thousand gallons for water
and that those living somewhere else should
pay 5s. to 6s. A flat rate of 2s. or 2s. 6d.
is quite sufficient. Water supply schemes in
the future must receive serious attention.
When finance is necessary, the Common-
wealth Bank should make money available
at a nominal interest rate; and if there is
any excess debit, it should be spread over
the community. As the wvealth of the country
always finds its wvay to the city, the city
should meet its quota of national develop-
ment charges. Fending some comprehensive
scheme, water is required at key points in
sufficient quantities for emergency carting
when necessary. As we are now in the post-
war period, extensions should be made where
circumstances permit.

As national development charges with re-
gard to water supply services constitute a
State responsibility, so should a big propor-
tion of the interest charged to the railways.
Hundreds of miles of the State's 4,700 miles
of lines were built for the development of
the State and its -resources. Those lines
would never have been constructed if their
construction had been viewed from a coin-
mon-carrier point of view- Here again the
policy of New South Wales, where only a
reasonable interest is debited to the work
concerned, should he Western Australia's
Policy. It is only right that national de-

velopment should be a State responsibility
Reading the report of the Commissioner fo
Railways, one notes that 85 per cent. of ou
locomotives are over 30 years of age, ani
that 50 per cent. Of OUr engines are approxi
mately 50 yena old. Ninety per cent. o
the passenger coaches are 35 years of ag-
We have heard a good deal about the rail
way system of South Africa. That eountr
has hundreds, of miles with rails 90 lbs. t,
the yard. Western Australia has only 1&
miles of rails over 60 lbs. to the yard. Frorn
this it can he understood why our rail
ways are inefficient and carry a debt o
£E26,000,000, with an interest bill o
£1,042,000. The Commissioner of Railway
and his staff cannot be hiamed. It is beyoni
a matter of administration. The situatioi
has been created through interest charge
and the developmental policy of the Stat
Nevertheless, it is up to all of us to ensur
that we modernise transport. CongratulA
tions will he extended to the State Ministr
when drastic action is taken to overhati
our railways and transport system gener
ally. We want rood motor transport to fi
in with any reconstruction scheme.

It is to the credit of the Government the
it has shifted somec thousands of tons o
wheat to the coast by road. In South Afrieti
road transport of merchandise annuall
amounts to nearly 1,000,000 tons and passen
gems carried total 7,500,000. No eountr
has a greater need for road transport ii
co-ordination with railways than has West
ern Australia. If necessary, we should spen'
several million pounds in the post-war perio,
to re-organise the State transport system
The best labour-saving equipment should b
installed, not with a view to dispensing wit]
manpower but with a view to enablin]
employees to give greater service to thb
public. With regard to the financing of sue]
a venture, we should pay only a nomina
interest on borrowed money, not four pe
cent, as hitherto. In 1908-9 the Coveranien
of the day did a very great injustice bh:
isolating a fine area of farming land amo
farmers in the district now known as th,
route of the Yarramony-Eastward Railway
I sincerely hope something will be done b
rectify this grave wrong in the period ahemi
of us-

I would like to thank the Minister fo
Education on the start he has made to
wvards improving educational facilities ii
the country. A good deal still remains ti
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be done, however. The consolidation Of
schools is working out very well, and it is
now generally being accepted that consolida-
tion is the right way to reach the desired
objective of educating and moulding the
character of our future citizens. All country
schools must have facilities to give children
every possible opportunity to Obtain a good
pass out of the ninth standard. U'nfor-
tunately, we have schools in our larger
country towns that have not an average of
one Junior pass per year. That is a very
undesirable state of affairs which requires
remedying at the earliest possible moment
Schodis with technical and rural education,
plus commercial classes are wanted. The
consolidation of schools can give that train-
ing. Shortage of staff in many instances has
brought even the teaching of woodwork and
domestic science to a standstill. I hope that
this shortage will soon be Overcome.

The public is asking for high school faci-
lities in the eastern wheatbelt. I Com-
mend that thought to the 'Minister. I trust
that in the near future instead of his vote
being £830,000 it will be up to the
£1,000,000 mark. Want of complete edit-
ontional opportunity for the country child
is one of the reasons that is driving par-
,ents to the metropolis; and opportunity
for the child to be taught a trade is an-
other. Only last week a. country railway
employee transferred to the city. He and
his wife had been in the country for 30
years. They had built a comfortable home
and were very satisfied to remain there;-
but they had to sacrifice their home and
come to Perth so that their child might be
trained as an artisan. In some of the coun-
try districts State industries could be de-
entralized. The railway workshops is one
industry that could be so treated. Trades
could then be taught ~i] those places. Per-
haps it would be cheaper, in cold finance,
to have centralisation of industrial works,
hut if centraligation depopulates the in-
land districts it isL not doing justice to the
State. Western Australia. cannot live with-
out the country' . so that everything possible
should he done to prevent the inland popu-
'lAtion from being- forced to come to the
ceity because of the failure of amenities
and education for the children. Our ob-
jective should be to do everything to cre-
ate a desire for country life.

One could spetok for a long: time on the
advantages of decentralization, and the

aid that could and must be given to inland
towns. Now, in the post-war period, is the
time to budget for this reconstruction and
give the farmer, the country dweller, the
artisan and the industrial worker security
from want for himself, and his family by
stabilizing markets, giving an honest re-
ward for labour, and providing amenities
and education. By so doing we will find
a totally different outlook spreading over
the countryside. Most people seek only a
decent livelihood and arc not necessarily
chasing hard cash. It is the amenities of
life they want. Western Australia can af-
ford these facilities and we, as members of
Parliament, will fail in our duty if we do
not legislate to give these people what is
possible. Where necessary we must make
represtentations to our friends in the Fede-
ral Houses for their quota of assistance.

Recently I was privileged to -inspect the
meatworks at Robb's Jetty. The control
and Organisation there are a credit to the
Agricultural Department. We appear to
be on the eve of an imiportant change in
this industry. I believe that very shortly
-immediately the opportunity offers-we
shall have the Midland Junction slaughter
yards, abattoirs and cool stores extended.-
I hope that that will be so. I nnderstand
that the extensions will be carried out on
the most modern lines. I have heard it
said that becanuqe the 'Midland abattoirs
were below the desired standard the Ame-
rican Forces refused to draw their sup-
plies of meat from that centre. If such
is the case, I believe the Minister for
Agriculture will do justice to the situation.
In the re-building I trust that he will eon-
Rider the merits of the flovernment 's ink-
inz over the whole of the slaughtering at
the abattoirs. Speaking as one with a good
knowledge of country livestock conditions,
I think it would he an advantage if we had
two sale days and two railing days for
sheep at Midland. When the sheep yard-
ing is; over 18,000 or 20,0(10, delays and
wastage in stock values are brought about.

I am afraid that our railway stock trans-
Port Sys*V-tem is out Of date. I have had
complaints from Mferredin orzanisntjons
that lamnbs are twheduled to he loa~ded at
Moorine Rock at 8 o 'elo,-k on a Tuesday
mnorning. Thk. neees.;itnfes their being
taken off their feed on M1onday afternoon.
They are, not sold until We-dnesday-al-
most 48 hours ]Ipter-and the distance they
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are transported is 240 miles. Train ache-
-dules should be overhauled; timetables,
should show almost passenger-express run-
ning time. I have only mentioned what is
happening on the main line. When branch
lines are reviewed the position is 'much
worse and, in addition, there are excessive
delays at junctions. Our pig transport
mortalities in the summertime are due to
delays. Just as the Railway Department
-should enter into road passenger service
to link tth its rail system, so should Gov-
ernment-controlled road trucks be a con-
necting link with the railway stock trans-
port. That is being done in England,
America. and South Africa, so why not
here? The stock trucks of the Railway
Department need re-constructing. They
should all be of the CXIA pattern with suit-
able roofs. Bogey sheep trucks are death
traps for sheep unless suitably divided.

I hope that the whole matter of live-
stock transport, slaughtering and market-
ing will be thoroughly considered and re-
organised, and that steps will he taken to
stabilise the market. The farmner today is
receiving a reasonable price for his meat,
and now is the time to create a stable mar-
ket. In the days gone by I have seen farm-
ers sell prime stock for Id. a lb. I hope
that at the end of five years such will not
recur. But we may rest assured that im-
mediately national security regulations
cease the exploiters will once more be active
to batten on the producer. I hope I will
not again hear their song of the law of sup-
ply and demand. The Organisation of mar-
kets is the only thingf that will stop the
exploiter, and the Government is the only
body that can create the necessary machin-
ery to stop exploitation. In closing, may I
say that some of the objectives I have men-
tioned necessarily require Commonwealth
assistance, but with that assistance they can
be gained and justice be given to otir coun-
try people. That will be a big step to that
most worthy, desirable and. essential goal-
full employment.

We must ever bear in mind that one
major factor is vitally essential, and that is
that the Commonwealth and State banks
must have complete and sovereign power to
control and administer scientifically our cur-
rency for internal development, and to con-
trol employment and the marketing of our
products. Currency must be available at
interest rates, nominal or otherwise, in har-

mony with the ability of industry to pay.
It is the instrument of the Devil, having to
depend on the vagaries of the Associated
Banks and financial institutions or private
lenders for finance. It would be a libel to
say of Sir Denison Miller or any of his suc-
cessors. that they created a state of infla-
tion, and so it would be equally wrong to
say that properly controlled currency would
he detrimental to the average citizen. The
reverse would be the case, and the only suf-
ferer under controlled currency would be
the financial exploiter. Most people are be-
ginning to understand that the present way
'a which finance functions is obsolete. In
fact, it is many times more obsolete than
our present railway system and, just as our
railways and transport can and will be mod-
ernised, so must our method of currency be
modernised, to fit OUr needs and to tune in
with tile excellent progress that our scien-
fists have made in their many feids of activ-
ity. As the scientist must neessarily work
for service to the community and mankind,
and not for the selfishness of th. individual,
so must. our currency system function with
the same objective, for the benefit of tht%
people. Then and only then will slum hous-
ing in town and country be forced to dis-
appear; then and only then will Govern-
ments be able to make ovailathle decent quar-
ters and housing for their employees.

On motion by the Acting Premier, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.3 p.m.

7!Irgwelattte (Jim mcdi.
Wednesday, 22nd August, 1945.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and mead prayers.

QUESTION.

TRAM LIGHTING.
As to Improving,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief Sec-
retary: Seeing that the metropolitan tramns
are so badly illuminated that they are A

277


